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MEDICAL INSPECTION OF CHILDREN 
in the 
SMETHWICK PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


for the Year ending December 31st, 1924. 


To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SMETHWICK 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 


I beg to present this, the Seventeenth Annual Report on 
the Medical inspection of Children in the Smethwick Elementary 
and Secondary Schools, for the year ending December 3lst, 1924. 


The total number of routine inspections done in the schools 
was 4,330 as against 3,805, in the previous year by your medical 
officer. To these must be added 142 in the Holly Lodge Second- 
ary School and in the Junior Day Technical School and also 94 
children examined under the Employment of Children Act, 1903, 
as to suitability for part-time employment. In addition a number 
of children were referred for special examination by the school 
medical officer, attendance officers, teachers, nurses, etc. 


The number of individual children discovered as the result of 
routine school medical inspection to require some form of treat- 
ment was 844 or 194%. This figure does not include dental 
defects or verminous conditions. 
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Reports and representations were made on three school 
buildings. 


The Ionisation Clinic for cases of chronic Ear discharge has 
amply justified the time and trouble taken in connection with it, 
and already an appreciable diminution of the cases is perceived in 
the Borough. 


The Speech Defect Class under the able charge of Miss A. J. 
Roperts has done most successful work, and its activities and 
results are being more and more appreciated by the parents of 
these afflicted children. 


The question of the Open-Air School is receiving detailed 
attention and it is proposed to establish this school on ‘‘ The Firs’”’ 
estate, together with a large, new Central Clinic which will take 
the place of the two existing clinics, 


The School Clinics have continued to work at full pressure, 
but it is hoped that the number attending may be gradually re- 
duced somewhat, as certain affections are overcome and as un- 
employment gets less. 


I have to record the resignation of the temporary assistant 
school medical officer, Dr. AGNeEs RoBertson, and the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Grapys Arnscow in April, 1924. 


I will conclude by offering my best thanks to the assistant 
school medical officers, parents, teachers, and clerical staff, and 
especially to the nurses, for their loyal help during the year. 


Iam, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. Bert Fereuson, School Medical Officer. - 
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The School Medical Service in relation 
to the Public Elementary Schools. 


NUMBER OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN 
SMETHWICK. 


There are at present 14 elementary schools, namely,’ 10 
“ provided ” and 4 “‘ non-provided.”’ Included in the former is the 


special school for mentally detective children (55 places). 


The highest number of children on the school registers during 
the year 1924 was 12,670. 


The total number on the registers on March 31st, 1924 :— 


Upper Depts.—Boys ah ee 4,121 
s » —Girls ... vat ratte 4etLO 
Infants —Boys ste ae 2,045 
by —Girls ... ‘8 ose Oo) 
12,215 


In these figures are included 82 children (43 boys and 39 girls) 
under 5 years of age. 


The percentage of attendance for the school year ending 
March 3lst, was :— 


1924... 90.6% 
Wien, % 590.8% 
1922 89.0% 
Hgts °.1,..4< §8.3%, 
190 © 2... 88.0% 
1919... 85.2% 


Practical classes in Cookery, Laundry, etc., and Manual Work 
(Woodwork and Metalwork) have been established at the following 
centres :—Cookery, etc.: Oldbury Road, Brasshouse Lane, 
Bearwood Road, Central, Cape, Waterloo Road. Manual Work : 
Central, Waterloo Road and Smethwick Hall. 


3. SCHOOL HYGIENE. 


Hygienic conditions in the schools are for the most part good. 


Lighting, Heating, Sanitation, Water Supply. 


The conditions have been satisfactory. Arrangements are 
being made for a general survey of all the schools in regard to 
lighting, and it is hoped that some improvements will be made 
during next year in certain schools, 
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4. MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


(a) _ Particulars of age groups of children inspected are shown in 
Table 1 of the appendix. 


Year. Routine Inspctns. Entrants Intermediates. Leavers, 
LOL 1005 95.5% 3.08% 1.42% 
Lots. 467 100.0% — — 
TOL: 2810 69.67, 7.04% 23.36% 
1920. 3509 58.0% 2.0% 40.0% 
1921 3331 45.5% 29.4% 25.1% 
1922. 3648 44.5% 23.3% 32.2% 
1923. 3805 36.0% 20.7% 43.3% 
1924. 4330 32.0% 42.0% 25.9% 


5. FINDINGS OF MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


Review of the facts disclosed by medical inspection. Routine 
and Special inspections. 


(a) Malnutrition. 


Number inspected 4% ye ... 5,582 
Malnutrition... ai as ye ieged das 
Percentage MG “fhe ape: sor LT ee 


There are 973 cases of malnutrition entered in the tables, 
137 of whom were marked cases, the rest being milder forms of 
malnutrition. 


Uncleanliness—H ead. 


Number inspected a: re awe “0,002 
Number unclean =! i a heh 
Percentage me, uh os a! | (84a 


Only 35 cases shewed actual living verminous conditions of 
the head. Continued success has been obtained with the use of 
a Sacker’s Steel Comb and 10% Liq. Potasse, and it is proposed 
to increase the number of these combs to half-a-dozen at each 
clinic, the combs being lent to the mothers tor home treatment 
at 2d. per week. This arrangement is much appreciated. 


Body. 
Number inspected ... 5,582 
Number Unclean She OT 
Percentage Be mt AULD 7 


These figures include all children who are infested with fleas 
and other vermin. The figures shew a decrease compared with 
last year. 
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__In addition to the above figures found in routine medical 
inspection, the schools are visited monthly by the nurses and the 
following are the results of their inspections :— 


NURSES’ INSPECTIONS 


NUMBER OF EXAMINATIONS, 22,020. 


1924. 1923. 1922. 1921. 1920. 
Per Per Per Per Per 


No. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. 
Ova. 1,704 7.8 12-2 11.8 14.9 17.5 
Verminous 143 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 bet 
Clean 20,173 91.6 87.2 87.6 84.5 81.4 


Considerable progress is revealed by the above figures in the 
condition of children’s heads. 


(b) Minor Arlments. 


Under this heading are included such diseases as Conjunc- 
tivitis, Blepharitis, Septic Sores or Cuts, Abscesses, Otorrhoea, 
etc. The attendances at the clinics have remained at the same 
high figures as obtained in the three previous years. 


(c) Tonsitls and Adenoids. 


Number inspected ofr a 5,582 

Number suffering from Tonsils and 
Adenoids at ne ~ ere OL 

Percentage... fe: aes + A St) Or ye 


There were 376 cases of enlarged tonsils and adenoids, in- 
cluding 206 of tonsils alone, 33 ofadenoids alone and 137 of both 
tonsils and adenoids; of these 176 received treatment. 


(d) Tuberculosis. 


In 13 cases Pulmonary Tuberculosis was either definitely 
present or strongly suspected. In 3 cases Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis was found. These cases are referred for observation 
or treatment at the Chest Clinic, as it is exceedingly difficult to 
accurately diagnose lung tuberculosis in schoo] children without 
prolonged observation. Great care is being taken before labelling 
any child ‘‘ consumptive.’ 


(e) Skin Disease. 1924." 1923. 1922) alO2 lee 
Number inspected 5,582 5,482 5,307 5,263 6,339 
Ringworm (all forms) 81 148 108 205 143 
Scabies Nt a 22 38 41 108 148 
Impetigo ay em OT 419 381 367 ~ 236 
Others on ail 14 201 148 = 168 105 


504 806 678 848 632 


Percentage 9.0% 14.7% 12.7% 16.1% 9.8% 


No cases of Ringworm were found during routine inspection, 
while in special inspections 54 cases of scalp ringworm and 27 
cases of body ringworm were found, these being referred to the 
Inspection Clinic by the teachers, nurses, etc; 14 cases of scalp 
ringworm were referred for X-Ray treatment at Dudley Road 
Hospital. 


Scabies — nine cases were found on routine examinations 
and 13 were referred to the Inspection Clinic by teachers and 
nurses. 


(f) External Eye Diseases. 


Number inspected oe «oan ose Mp 

Number suffering from external eye 
disease ee as i i 89 

Percentape... u é ee eb. 


These diseases include Blephanee Conjunctivitis, etc., and 
are referred to the clinics for treatment and to the oculist for 
consultation when required. A marked decrease in children with 
external eye disease was found. 


(g) Defective Vision, including Squint. 


Number inspected ne ace se) 0,000 
Number defective... aa a wee ete 
Percentage... A ie iat Oe 


These include 361 cases of thea vision and 47 cases of 
squint. The number of children with defective vision in 1923 
was 370. It will be remembered that the number of sessions at 
the eye clinic was cut down from two to one per week which 


possibly accounts for the increase to 408 cases of defective vision 
this year. 


(h) Defective Hearing and Ear Disease. 


Number inspected ae ae ... 5,582 
Number defective sie ae OE he buae, 
Rercentace: + Be ze PrP ey 


This figure includes 105 cases sot discharging ears. A most 
gratifying and satisfactory decrease is seen in these figures this 
year and no doubt the influence of the Ionisation Clinic is show- 
ing itself in these reduced figures. 


TE 
(i) Dental Defects. 


The figures in detail for 1924 during Rourine inspections 


are :— 
Perfect dentition (no visibl 
decayed teeth) OE ... 2,509—58.0% 
Fair dentition (less than four 
decayed teeth) oe ... 1,850—31.1% 
Bad dentition (more than four 
decayed teeth) ee .. 471—10.9% 
Examined in Code Groups the figures were as follows :— 
Entrants. Intermediates. Leavers. 
_ Perfect 839—60.6% 976—53.6% 694—61.7% 
Fair 357—25.8% | 630—34.6% °63—32.2% 
Bad 188—13.6% 215—11.8% 68— 6.1% 


(j) Crippling Defects. 


Number inspected As a sia! 5,582 
Crippled b we te aac 2 
Percentage 3 ig ae Re RU Ie 


The Secretary of the Smethwick Branch of the Cripples’ Union 
(Miss Jenkins) provided a list of the children at present under their 
care. The defects included :— 


Paraplegia we AP ie See 2 
Hemiplegia Se or +4 ans 4 
Poliomyelitis... a es 13 
Tuberculous Diseases vi Joints Fe 32 
Talipes ... 4a By a o. 14 
INIGKets.... oh ae re 6 
Osteomyelitis 1 
-Amputations 4 
Knock Knees om; 5 
Congenital Deformities + 
Scoliosis 3 
Dislocations 3 
91 


6. INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Cases of infectious diseases occurring in schools are reported 
by the Head Teachers to the Education Office, and this information 
is forwarded to the Health Department. The Health Department 
keeps the Education Department informed of notified cases of 
infectious diseases in school children daily. 
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Measles and Whooping Cough have accounted for some loss 
in attendance. 


There were 67 cases of Scarlet Fever in children of school age 
notified during the year, with no deaths, as compared with 128 
cases with one death last year. The schools chiefly affected 
were Bearwood Road, Brasshouse Lane, and Waterloo Road. 


There were 74 cases of Diphtheria in school children notified 
during the year, with two deaths, as compared with 74 cases 
with seven deaths last year. The schools chiefly affected were 
Waterloo Road, Central, Bearwood Road, and Corbett Street. 


Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria notifications at school age for 
the past ten years were as follows :-— 


No. of Cases notified. Deaths at schoo] age(5—15). 
Year. ‘Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Scarlet ever: Diphthema 


1915. 176 dl 2 - 
1916. 104 39 - 4 
1917. 48 35 — 1 
1918. 32 45 _ 5 
1919. 105 52 2 2 
1920. 359 100 2 5 
1921. 295 87 3 2% 
1922. Lig 60 ] 3 
1923. 128 74 1 y 
1924. 67 74 - 2 


Closure of Schools. 
No schools were closed during the year. 


7. °‘* FOLLOWING UP.’’ 


The arrangements detailed in the Report for 1920 have con- 
tinued to work satisfactorily and well. 


Statement of work done by the School Nurses at the schools re 
Medical Inspection :— 


1924. 1923. 1922. 1921. 1920. 
Assisting School 
Medical Officer 162 124 143 148 153 sess- 
Examination of ions. 
heads ve nits, 
ringworm, etc. 22020 25,948 33415 29521 30,122 


Verminous ... 143 169 228 180 358 
NG tS sees or Bi 1,704 3,159 3,960 4411 5,283 
Cleainue. .-- 20,173 22,620 29,227 24930 24.481 


22,920 25,948 33,415 29,521 30,122 


13) 


To Houses. 19242 19281" 19229-) T92T = F920: 
Re Infectious Diseases 387 63 75 34 47 Visits 
Other Diseases ee LO ae 649 84 a2". 
Defects and ‘‘ Follow- 
ing Alp. ; 72054 65/009" LIiSG) 2 Gol OOP 7 


*Convalescents from In- 
fectious Disease 9 15 21, 89 16 
Glinie Cassese =: iv 478 440) 557 251] 130 
Eye Por ys) See LO 84 118 184 a6 


At the School Clinics, 
Inspect’n clinics heldon 83 84 82 82 80 days 
Treatment clinics ,, 436 423 436 429 142 
At the Cleansing Station. 


Cleansing children on 85 126 130 131 e298 
Number of children 

cleansed... se 28 32 4] ee ey 
Number of baths given 181 398 640 1,234 863 


a) 


pS) 


* All cases of ear discharge occurring in children in the Isolation 
Hospital are notified to the Health Office and visited by the school 
nurses after discharge from Hospital to guard against danger of 
spread of infection through recrudescence of the discharge. 


8. MEDICAL TREATMENT. 


The organisation outlined in the Report for 1922 has been 
continued. Itis satisfactory to note that the pressure of work in 
the school clinics has abated somewhat owing to the fact that we 
have overtaken some of the diseases such a scabies, 1mpetego, 
ringworm, etc., and also probably it is due to less unemployment 
in the Borough. The Ionisation Clinic has continued to prove 
most satisfactory in connection with the treatment of chronic ear 
discharge (see page 22). 


(a) Attendance at Treatment Clinics (excluding Inspection Clinics, 
Eye Clinics and baths)— 


1924. 120: 1922. 1921. 41920. 1910. 
16,940 BLa2e, 221,653 21,338 5,129 1,528 


WOR Woecibe tite se OO eC EN ECS 


SMAIMItTITION® =<: ae ae ae ok 7 cases, 
*Uncleanliness. .... ae ae a tt ooUL AS 
*Ringworm : 
Head a a - ie ae eas Gt: Banas 
Body aa eo Be a ce alae Ge 
*Scabies: ..: Me rit eee Rs eel Ge kes 
*Impetigo ; 269104) 


*Other Skin Diseases (Non. Tub.) i Bae 104 0)-7, 
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WoRK OF THE SCHOOL CLINICS—continued. 


*Blepharitis San ne ae oy ... 90 cases. 

*Conjunctivitis ... as es ee vo ue ae 
Defective Vision ke 93 aga — soo £6 
CULT UN eee shy we ms: me ve a hoon 
Other Conditions She, Bes oe oe) 
Defective Hearing a —_ ae ws LOS 

*Otitis Media .:. ae cn ee +. “NOB ae 

*Other Ear Diseases... Sy: at: sss", DOm 
Enlarged Tonsils a ~~ es a 
Adenoids 


13 
Enlarged Tonsils and Adenoids 11 
Other Conditions st. is ae nent eee 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-Tuberculous.) oss 
Dental Disease ... 35 oe oe . Hf 
Organic Heart Disease 4 
Functional Heart Disease 1 
Anaemia 1 
Bronchitis ae oe ed 2 
Suspected Pulmonary Tuberculosis .. 8 
Tuberculosis of Glands 1 
Chorea ... i ta =e wp. bg 5 
Other Defects and Diseases ... NG: oo oOo ae 


*The diseases treated at the clinics are marked with an asterisk. 


(b) Tonsitls and Adenords. 


During the year, 376 cases were found to be suffering from 
Tonsils and Adenoids, and 176 underwent operation. 


Two ‘ Notes’’ at a cost of 5/3d. each are required for an 
operation for Tonsils and Adenoids at the Ear and Throat Hos- 
pital, Birmingham. Notices are sent from the Hospital for 
parents to bring children for operation, and batches of 14 are 
dealt with three times per week. The children are received at 
the Ludgate Hill Ward, where after operation, they are kept 
overnight, or longer in special cases, and returned to their homes 
usually by Tramcar. A certain period of waiting occurs, but 
children can usually be operated upon within two to four weeks 
after being recommended. Parents are asked to find these 
‘““ Notes ’’ but in cases of difficulty help is given by the Education 
Committee after investigation has been made. 


(c) Tuberculosis. 


Cases of tuberculosis are referred for diagnosis and treatment 
to the Chest Clinic, and are often kept under prolonged observa- 
tion. Including cases of Phlyctenular Conjunctivitis and Keratitis, 
13 such cases were referred through the clinics, and 48 other cases 
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came under the care of the Clinic. During the year the following 
children of school age came under the observation of the Chest 
Clinic including “‘ contacts ’’ of known cases :— 


Children of school age :— 


Pulmonary. Other Forms. 
Number Tuberculous aR 3 5 
Number Suspected ee 17 9 
Number found Non-Tuberculous 66 5 


X-Ray examinations are made where indicated as an aid fo 
diagnosis. 


(d) Skin Disease. 


Including ringworm, scabies, impetigo, 467 cases of skin 
disease were dealt with at the clinics. This shows a marked im- 
provement on previous years. 


Scabies. 


The work at the Cleansing Centre in regard to scabies has 
shown a satisfactory falling off. The number of children bathed 
was 28, receiving 181 baths, as compared with 32 children and 
398 baths last year. The clothing disinfected in the formalin 
disinfecting chamber, which has proved to be a great help, 
numbered 99 lots. 


Impetigo. 
There were 269 cases treated at the clinics. Leaflets of 
instructions and suitable ointments are provided. This disease 


shows a marked decrease over last year. 


Ringworm. 


Fifty-four cases of scalp ringworm and 27 of skin were 
dealt with, compared with 96 and 45 for the preceding year. 
X-Ray treatment of the more refractory cases has been resumed 
at Dudley Road Hospital, 14 cases having received treatment 
during the year. 


(e) External Eye Disease. 


Includes Blepharitis, Conjunctivitis, Keratitis, etc. The 
latter cases are referred to the Chest Clinic, as they are usually 
of tuberculous origin. Thirty cases of. Blepharitis (inflamma- 
tion of the eye-lids) were treated at the clinics. Cases present- 
ing difficulty are referred to the school oculist at the Eye Clinic 
for his opinion and advice. 


(f) Defective Viston and Squint. 

The number of children submitted to refraction was 470 
as compared with 249 last year. In order to cope with the 
number requiring examination and to re-examine certain cases 
formerly dealt with, two sessions per week are essential and these 
were resumed during 1924, 
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KEPORT ON THE WORK PERFORMED AT THE EYE CLINIC BY 
Dr.-H. W. ARCHER-HALL, D.O. (OXON.), SENIOR ASSISTANT 
SURGEON, BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND EYE HOSPITAL. 


During the year 1924 I have examined and treated 591 chil- 
dren at the Smethwick Ophthalmic Clinic, at Smethwick Hall 
School. Some of these attended on several occasions, particularly 
those suffering from external ocular diseases. The parents fully 
appreciated the work of the clinic and the importance of the re- 
examinations which were rendered possible by the restoration of 
two sessions weekly as against the single session which had meant 
cutting down the volume of the work performed. 


In writing this Annual Report, I wish to draw attention to 
the considerable need for segregation of those children whose 
vision is particularly below normal, and who therefore require in- 
struction at a special school where they can learn under circum- 
stances fitted for their diminished vision. In the City of Birming- 
ham such special schools have done excellent work for some years, 
and it is found that at these schools high myopia (extreme short 
sight) does not progress as rapidly as is plistomary in ordinary 
surroundings. 


The 591 cases on analysis fall into the following categories. 
Some with a dual condition, of course are mentioned more than 
once. 


(I) External Ocular Diseases. 


Corneal Scars 
Conjunctivitis 

Phlyctenular Conjunctivitis 
Blepharitis 

Foreign Body 

Epicanthus 


ae ee EE CO DOD C1 


(2) Internal Ocular Diseases. 


Coloboma of choroid 


| 
Albinism Ae 3 
Dislocated lens i 
Nystagmus 3 
Macular retinitis | 


Ai, 


(3) Errors of Refraction. 


Hypermetropic astigmatism .. ee OG 
Hypermetropia : .. iff mn Saka!) 
Myopic astigmatism ik ee a 39 
Myopia... ore i os oy 38 
Mixed astigmatism ot ae ae 34 


(4) Loss of Eyeball. 
__ Cases where eye had been removed ie i] 


(5) Deviation of Eyes. 


Convergent Squint a a RP 94 
Divergent squint 2 


(6) Cases refracted, in which it was found that 
glasses were not needed. 


such-Cases. . A ae ae Le 9? 


There are several reasons for the relatively large number in 
the last category. Some of the children submitted for examination 
were found to have refraction within normal limits. This is ine- 
vitable. 


Secondly, children re-examined were, in some intances, found 
to require glasses no longer. Long sight accounted for most of 
these. There isa third group consisting of those children with 
definite defective vision, but who cannot be improved by glasses. 


In concluding I should like to add that, as in ot er years, a 
good number of children have been admitted to the Birmingham 
and Midland Eye Hospital, under my care, and I have there per- 
formed operations for squint and other ocular conditions. 


(g) Ear Disease and Defective Hearing. 


One hundred and ninety-three cases of ear disease, including 
62 cases continued from the previous year, were dealt with at 
the Clinics. 


Cases treated a the ne coer 8 
Discharged—Cured Ady ay Seed eG 
Left'schoo! or district... Be Mey 4 
Referred to Hospital ~ ... is ws 19 


Referred to own Doctor ... ae 3 
Continuing treatment... ne os 23 
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Details of new cases: 


Chronic Suppuration (one ear) ... a 76 
‘ ., (both ears) a 42 
Ceruminous Collection (one ear) ae 5 
a (both ears) ay i 
Eczema of Canal ay" Mas 588 1 
131 


In 50 cases only was a reasonable etiological factor ascertained 
as follows :— 


Deafness or Suppuration due to— 


Scarlet Fever 

Measles 

Meningitis 

Impetigo ... es 
Collection of Cerumen 
Eczema 

Polypi 

Influenza 

Not known 


bo 
RPWwrmrarRDNaa® 


ie.) 


me! 


At the Special Ionisation Clinic 83 cases were treated during 
the year out of 193 cases of discharging ears. 


(h) Dental Defects. 


A leaflet for the use of parents on the “ Prevention of Decay of 
Teeth,” has been issued by the Committee and is being distributed. 


Appointment of Dental Officer. 


Arrangements are well in hand for the fitting out of two rooms 
at the Six Ways Clinic for the use of a Dental Officer, and it is ex- 
pected that this officer will be appointed and will commence work 
early in 1925. 


(i) Crippling Defects. 


Cases requiring treatment are referred to the Birmingham 
Orthopaedic Hospital, and notes given (cost 5/3 each for an out- 
patient note lasting six weeks). The number thus referred was 
9. Suitable cases of Tuberculous Bone and Joint disease can 
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be sent through the Corporation Anti-Tuberculosis Scheme to 
either the Lord Mayor Treloar’s Home, Alton, or to the ‘‘ Wood- 
lands,’’ Northfield, where the most modern treatment is available. 
One child of school age were sent during the year. Certain 
children continue to attend the Cripples Union for massage. 


9. OPEN-AIR EDUCATION, 


A comprehensive scheme to embrace an open-air school and 
a new school clinic on “‘ The Firs ”’ estate is at present under con- 
sideration, : 


Speech Defects. 


The speech defects classes have continued to serve a most 
useful purpose. The combined class of boys and girls is presided 
over by Miss A. J. Roberts, who is to be congratulated on the 
result of her patience and perseverence in the great majority of 
these children. A full report on the working of these classes was 
given in my Annual Report for 1923. The combined classs com- 
menced on February 4th, 1924, and the arrangements have worked 
satisfactorily. All these cases on admission and before discharge 
are examined by the School Medical Officer and periodic visits are 
paid to the class. 


Boys. Girls. 
Number on Register, December 
31st, 1923 oes “gy Uy 13 
Number admitted during the 
year a he ave 17 - 
Number discharged during the 
year ey “a smd 9 + 
Number on register, December 
31st, 1924 ... sel Ure 8 9 


-~10. PHYSICAL TRAINING. 


This is included in school curriculum and conducted in 
accordance with instructions, etc., containedin Board of Education 
official publications ve Physical Exercises (each school supplied 
with sufficient copies, each member of the staff being in possession 
of same), 
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11. PROVISION OF MEALS. 


Owing to the continued prevalence of unemployment in the 
Borough, meals have been provided throughout the year at the 
five centres, situated as follows :— 


Meals. 


Brasshouse Lane School Aa -. 245260 
Central School see rele baer See e 
Cape > choolaee.. or oo - 4,031 
Victoria Special School Ve ae 1,292 
Sloe Lane etc. ... Bh te: a 2,405 

30,010 


12. SCHOOL BATHS. 


During the year 12,494 boys and 9,177 girls attended the 
Public Swimming Baths, Rolfe Street, on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. The figures last year were 17,739 boys 
and 9,605 girls. 


13. GO-OPERATION OF PARENTS. 


One or other parent or relative was present at 3,568 examina- 
tions, which is an increase over last year. 


14. GCO-OPERATION OF TEACHERS. 


The Teachers have been sympathetic and heJpful in the work 
of the scncol medical inspection and treatment during the year. 
They continued to confer with the medical officers and nurses in 
connection with the health of individual children. 


15. CO-OPERATION OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
OFFICERS. 


There is a close co-operation between the nurses and the 
attendance officers... The clinic nurses visit the absentees from 
the clinics themselves. 


16. CO-OPERATION OF VOLUNTARY BODIES. 


The National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
and the Smethwick Cripples’ Union have given help in a number 
of cases during the year. 
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17. BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC 
CHILDREN. 


(a) All blind and deaf children are sent to institutions on a 
report being sent by the School Medical Officer to the Education 
Office that such action is desirable. At the present time the 
Education Authority we children at the following institu- 
tions :— 


Institution. Boys. Girls) ~-Tota}:: 
Royal Institution for Blind 
iissiaii ae ess, 3 3 6 
Institution for Tneeruceon Of 
Deaf and Dumb 6 4 10 
Monyhull Colony for Mentally 
Defective ... 4. — 4. 


(0) The Victoria Special School, in Suffrage Street, for 
mentally defective children has accommodation for 55 children. 
In addition to basket making, rug making, and leather work, the 
boys receive instruction in simple manual work, and the girls in 
sewing and cookery. All the scholars engage in gardening as 
weather permits. 


The school is visited periodically by the School Medical 
Officer for special and routine inspection, and every child is 
examined frequently. 


Victoria Special School. 
Boys. Girls. Total. 


Number on Register, December 


31st, 1923 a 34 19 53 
Admitted during the year 1924 5 10 15 
*Discharged during the year 1924 5 Z 12 
Number on Register, December 
31st, 1924 Pie 34 22 56 
Number examined ak cases) 9 14 23 
Number certified 5 8 13 
Number not M.D. (dull or back- 
ward) — 1 1 
Number under observation t 5 6 
Re-examinations Ke Ae i 2 3 
Imbeciles 5} — 3 
*Of those who left :— 
Reached the age limit (16 yrs.) 3 4 7 
Found employment... ; 2 1 3 
Transferred to Institution — 1 ] 
Transferred to Elemetary School — 1 ] 
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The names of all children who become eligible to leave the 
Special School are reported to the Education Office at the end of ~ 
each term and details of such cases are referred to the Statutory 
Committee under the Mental Deficiency Act, 1913. The Corpora- 
tion nurses visit such cases and undertake the after-care. 


18. NURSERY SCHOOLS. 


There are none in the area. 


19... SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


A Secondary School for Boys, known as the Junior Day 
Technical School is situated in Crockett’s Lane, and has accommo- 
dation for 300. A Secondary School for Girls is situated at Holly 
Lodge. The accommodation has been increased from 100 places 
to 115 during the year. A new schoolis also about to be erected. 
Details of medical inspection of the scholars attending these schools 
will be found in Appendix B. of the Report. 


20. CONTINUATION SCHOOLS. 


There are none in the area. 


21. EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PERSONS. 


The Bye-Laws made under Sec. 1 of the Employment of Children 
Act, 1908, and Sec. 13 of the Education Act, 1918, are in force in 
the Borough. Applicants are examined by the School Medical 
Officers. |The number of examinations was 94 and certificates 
were granted in all cases except two. 


Nature of proposed employment: Boys. Girls. 


Delivering Papers = Ah edi) — 
per meee aes iF 4 —-- 
ee eiLOCeiy os i 3 ~-— 
yt DTeadaes Be. as 4 = 

1 


Errands ve ae Sy oe 48 
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22. SPECIAL ENQUIRIES. 


l. Jonisation Clinic. 


An Ionisation Clinic continues to be held at Six Ways School 
Clinic on Tuesday mornings. There has been a vast improvement 
in the number of cases of Otorrhoea cured since the method of 
Ionisation was commenced. In 1924 and 1923 the percentage of 
cases cured was 65%, while in 1922 (before Ionisation was com- 
menced) the percentage of cases cured was only 32.6%. All 
refractory cases are referred to hospital and we are indebted to 

Mr. Sydenham, of the Ear and Throat Hospital, Birmingham, for 
_ dealing with such cases and performing radical mastoid operations 
where necessary. 


RESULTS oF Cases TREATED Durine 1924. 


One Eay Discharging. 


Cases Per cent Stiflunder Lost sight of Referred to 
Tonised. Cured. Cured. Treatment. orleft School. Hospital. 
65 46 70.7% 6 1 12 


Both Ears Discharging. 


- Cases Percent Stillunder Lost sight of Referred to 
Tonised. Cured; Cured. Treatment. or left School. Hospital. 
83 ; o4 65% 14 3 12 


2. Thyroid Enlargement (See also Report for year 1920, 
page 21). 


The Medical Officer of the Board of Education made a special 
request that investigations should be made into the condition of 
the enlargement of the thyroid gland during the year 1924. 
Children examined at the age of 12 years are noted when the 
thyroid is sufficiently enlarged for the increase in the size of the 
neck to be noticed on casual inspection (without measurement or 
palpation). The children with enlarged thyroid are then referred 
to the school clinic. They are given a course of treatment with 
sodium iodide and are found to improve slowly. The largest 
number of enlarged thyroids was noted to be present among the 
children of Smethwick Hall School. 
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The following list gives the number of children with enlarged 
thyroid :— 


Elementary Schools. 


Total number of boys examined (age 12 years) 348 


Total number of girls examined (age 12 years) 175 
Total number of boys showing thyroid enlargement: 
Slight 4 
| Marked 5 
Total number of girls showing thyroid enlargement : 
Slight 15 
Marked 18 
Secondary Schools. 
Total number of boys examined (age 12 years) 29 
Total number of girls examined (age 12 years) 19 
Total number of boys showing thyroid enlargement: 
Marked 4 
Total number of girls showing thyroid enlargement : 
Marked 4 
Total number of children Total number found 
examined. with enlargement per cent. 
571 o0 8.7% 


3. Rheumatic Infection. 


Investigations were commenced towards the end of the year 
into the condition of early rheumatic manifestations among the 
school children. Special tests are given to children who show 
any early signs of chorea, and cards are filled in noting any pre- 
vious history of rneumatic fever or chorea, “‘ growing pains’”’ and 
aneema and any abnormality of tonsils, teeth or nasopharynx. If 
not already under medical treatment the children are referred to 
their own doctor or to hospital. 


23. MISCELLANEOUS. 


Four teacher candidates were examined by members of the 
medical staff during the year. 


24. STATISTICAL TABLES. 


The tables required by the Board of Education in respect 
of children attending Public Elementary Schools, and in addition, 
similar tables for children attending the Junior Day Technical 
School and Holly Lodge, will be found in the appendix overleaf. 


County Borough of Smethwick. 


Appendix “ A.” 


Statistical Tables 


for 


Elementary Schools. 


Prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Education. 
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EABLET 


RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Code Group Inspections— 


Entrants. - a8 Si a Se #3 os L384 
Intermediates .. es * ne He Bes lte VAM 
Leavers .. Pr : >. AE ae sc LAS 
4,330 
Number of other Routine Inspections ore a LL 


B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Special Inspections sa a oe kcbe 
Number of Re-Inspections .. sa a Tite La eee 
3,483 
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VABCE GI: 


A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL 
INSPECTION IN 1924. 


Routine - Special 


Inspections. Inspections. 
OD 1, as ib 4 9 FE; 
e [dees | 6 eee 
DEFECTS OR DISEASE. 2 ¢ | B508 | £ Gg | Bsa 
soa | Hee. | 2oou] eee 
og | Seog | So x BES 
a *. | Bey | 8 #3) gone 
e ZSBe | 4 Ze3Bs 
le} © e} © 
Malnutrition .. 1] *955 7 
Uncleanliness: afd Gnelud’ 8 Nits) ae . ee 
(Ringworm : | 
| Scalp - ee be Sc “a: 54 
recks Body Be iY op a ae 27 
Skin“ Scabies Par ee NAGS a 13 
[Impetigo he A 18 74 269 
Other Diseases (Non-tuberc’r) 10 Ree 104 
( Blepharitis a phe a Ae 3) 
Conjunctivitis ae ie Ss ae 22 
Keratitis 
Eye: 4 Corneal Opacities : ae Bh ‘3 oe 
Defective Vision (excl. Squint) 315 ae 46 H 
Squint nie oe 34 13 
| Other Conditions - 1 oe 20 
Defective Hearing 7). cs 3 i¥ 10 
Ear { outs Media’ ...; oA Ae Li 88 
Other Ear Diseases ] foe 33 
ae Tonsils only 186. 7 ll 2 
_ _} Adenoids onl : IZ 9 4 
NOs oat: | Enl. Ton. & Ananoide| #183 : 10 
Other Conditions ~ 7) 12 rae 3 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-tuber- | 
culous) ie a6 a oY 3 AS 3 
Defective Speech be ci + ae ae 
Teeth: Dental Diseases afc olelsad ah 7 
Heart and Circulation : 
Organic 2 2 2 2 
Heart Disease: Loe 2 Bo 1 
Anaemia 1 2 1 
Lungs : Bronchitis .. 14 2 
} Other Non-Tub. Diseases. 5 
Tuberculosis: Pulmon.: f Definite 1 ug 
Suspected 4 7 1 
Glands 2 1 
| Spine 
j ipa 
Non-Pulmon.: ~ Other Bones 
| and Joints 
Skin 3 
Other Forms 
Epilepsy . Fas is Ai aks Me 
Nervous System : { Chore Ba 2 & 4 ] 
Other Conditions 2 ae rt 
Rickets 5 
Deformities : | Spina Curvature ats 
Other Forms a 2 oe iA 
Other Defects and Diseases .. ge 75 es 369 


*Of these 137 were marked cases. 
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B.—NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN FoUND AT ROUTINE 
MEDICAL INSPECTION TO REQUIRE TREATMENT (EXCLUDING 
UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES). 


Number of Children Percentage of Children 
Group. Found to require 
Found to require treatment. 
Inspected. treatment. 


Code Groups :— 


Entrants a 1,384 293 Bala 
Intermediates 1,821 297 16.3 
Leavers a 1,125 254 22.5 


Total 4,330 844. 19.4 
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TABLE. IIT, 


RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN 


AREA IN 1924. 


BLIND 
(incl’ding 
Partially 

Blind). 


Suitable for train- 
ing in a School 
or Class for the 
totally Blind. 


Suitable for train- 
ing in a School 
or Class for the 
partially Blind. 


Attending Certified 
Schools or Classes 
for the Blind 

Attending Public 
Element’y Schools 

At other Institutions 

At no School or Inst. 


Attending Certified 


Schools or Classes 

for the Blind 
Attending Public 

Element’y Schools 


At other Institutions | 


At no School or Inst. 


DEAF 
(incl’ding 
Deaf and 
Dumb & 
partially 

Deaf). 


MENT- 
ALLY 
DEFECT- 

IVE. 


Suitable for train- 
ing in a School 
or Class for the 
totally Deaf or 
Deafand Dumb. 


Suitable for train- 
ing in a School 
or Class for the 
partially Deaf. 


Attending Certified 
Schools or Classes 
for the Deaf 

Attending Public 
Element’y Schools 

At other Institutions 

Atno School or Inst. 


Attending Certified 
Schoo's or Classes 
for the Deaf 

Attending Public 
Element’y Schools 

At other Institutions 

Atno School or Inst. 


Feeble Minded 
(cases not notifi- 
able to the Local 
Control Author- 


ity). 


Attending Certified 
Sch’ls for Mentally 
Defective Children 

Attending Public 
Element’y Schools 

At other Institutions 

At no School or Inst. 


Notified to the 
Local Control 
Authority dur- 
ing the year 


Feeble Minded 
Imbeciles 
Idiots 


EPIL- 


EE LICoNeS 


Suffering from 
Epilepsy (severe) 


Attending Certified 
Special Schools for 
Epileptics 

In Institutions other 
than Certified Sp’l 
Schools .. ee 

Attending Public 
Element’y Schools 

At no School or Inst. 


Suffering from 
Epilepsy which 
‘Is mot severe. 


Attending Public 
Element’y Schools 
At no School or Inst. 


Boys. GIRLS. | Toran, 

= 3 6 

I 1 

6 4 10 
34 Ze 56 
3 2 5 
2 3 (5) 
1 1 

1 i 
6 BS 6 
1 1 2 
4 4 8 
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TABLE III. (continued) 
RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN 
AREA IN 1924. 
BOYSs 4) GIRTS 65 FOTAL. 
At Sanatoria or Sana- 
torium Sch’ls app- 
Infectious Pul- roved by Ministry ‘ 
mon. & Glandu- of Health or the 
lar Tuberculosis Board : 8 3 1] 
At other Institutions on Be oy 
At no School or Inst. 1 2 3 
At Sanatoria or 
Sanatorium £c ‘ls 
approved by Min- 
istry of Health or 
Non - Infectious the Board 2 rose 
rs ey AD At Certified Residen- 
ee eid tial Open-Air Sch’ls 
(aera ees At Certified Day 
ia wa Open-Air Schools 
At Public Element’y 
Schools 15 ity 32 
At other Institutions 
EH yee At no School or Inst. 
ALLY WAL. 5 Oe ae bebe Oy q 
ede At Cottified Residen- 
: Delicate Children tial Open-Air Scl. 
(e.g.preorlatent | At Certified Day 
Tuberculosis, Open-Air Schools 
Malnutrition, At Public Element’y 
Debility, Anae- Schools 49 45 94 
mia, ctc.)} At other THatitutions 
At no School or Inst. 
At Sanatoria or Hos- 
pital Schools app- 
roved by Ministry 
Active Non-Pul- of Health or the 
monary Tuber- Board pil 9% 1 3 + 
culosis. At Public Element’ y 
Schools 7 4 11 
At otber Thetintions S4 ; 
At no School or Inst. 3 3 
Crippled  Chil- : 
dren (other than ieee eo 9 2 
ec ad At Certified Residen- 
disease), e.g.— tial Cripple Sch’ls 
Children suffer- At Certitied Day 
‘oe ne, UTR Cripple Schools - 
pas para'Y- | At Public Element y 
sis, etc. and in- Schools a 35 62 
cluding _ those At other Institutions a = a 
With ane At no School or Inst. iN 9 14 
Heart Disease 
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TABLE, Va 


RETURN oF Derects TREATED DURING THE 
YeEaR Enpine 3lst DEcEMBER, 1924. 
TREATMENT TABLE. 
Group I.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Group V.) 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS TREATED, 
OR UNDER TREATMENT DURING 


THE YEAR. 
DISEASE OR DEFECT. 
Under the 
Authority’s Otherwise Total. 
Scheme. 
Skin : 
Ringworm—Scalp .. ae ae 54 oe 54 
Ringworm—Body .. Le sad 27 aS 27 
Scabies a ie oe 4 22 As 22 
Impetigo ae at st oy 269 Sc 269 
Other Skin Disease .. ae Sef 103 1 104 
Minor Eye Defects : 
(External and other, 
but excluding cases 
falling in Group2) .. ate 67 5 72 
Minor Ear Defects.. Res ?. ifs 122 9 131 
Miscellaneous a Bed ae ee Siz 61 433 


Group II.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects treated 
as Minor Ailments—Group I.) 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS DEALT WITH. 
Submitted to 
DEFECT oR DISEASE. prada" 
Under the | titioner or at : 
Authority’s Hospital, Otherwise. Total. 
Scheme. apart from the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
Errors of Refraction (includ- 
ing Squint) Pe r, 470 Nil. Nil. 470 
Other Defect or Disease of the 
Eyes (excluding those re- 
corded in Group 1) 2s 32 fs de 32 
Total | 502 pee a ey ee 


Total Number of Children for whom Srectacles'» were eeresenede M2 
(a) Under the Authority’s Scheme 447 
(b) Otherwise ; ca Nil. 

Total Number of Children who obtained or “received spectacles -— 
(a) Under the saat s Scheme 355 
(b) Otherwise aA ‘a Nil. 
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Group IIJ.—TREATMENT oF DEFECTS oF NOSE AND THROAT, 
NUMBER OF DEFECTS. 


Received Operative Treatment. 


By Private Prac- 
aed oe HGP) oN is BO Pees he Number 
y pital, apart from other Forms reated. 
Scheme in Them Nathomies Total of 
Clinic or Hospital Ge y Treatment. . 
30 135 165 11 176 


Group IV.—DENTAL DEFECTS. 


No arrangements yet made. 


Group V.—UNCLEANLINESS AND VERMINOUS CCNDITIONS. 


1. Average number of Visits per School made during the year by the School 
Nurses, 8. 


2. Total number of Examinations of Children in the Schools by the Schoo 1 
Nurses, 22,020. 


3. Number of individual Children found unclean, 1,847. 


4. Number of Children cleansed under the ahr eee es made by the Local 
Education Authortiy, 37. 


5. Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :— 


(a) Under the Education Act, 1921 .. Nil. 
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws Nil. 


2 


* 
e 
\ 
as 
4 
k ¥ 
‘ 
be 
f 
ie 
¥ g 


a 
ee 
F 
¥ 
) ! 


a, tes ay 


30 


Appendix “ B.” 


Statistical Tables 


for 


Secondary Schools. 


Prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
3 Board of Education. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS, 
DATS Ie iat 


RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


Entrants... ab on se oT are Wi 142 


B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Special Inspections + ar caput 
Number of Re-Inspections .. a os Ay BY 


® 
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TABLE II.—SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND*IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL 
INSPECTION IN 1924. 


Routine Special 
Inspections, Inspections. 
ce) do, 8 wo, 8 & 
DEFECT OR DISEASE. : Hush | 2 . | ese 
ee 25.09 o 4 25.25 
Dae oe ot 3.2 oa ne 
goa | .8s | s82 | 58s 
e = | g2ey |) 2 4 | eee 
2 Zon eel ie Z2Zs 
° v ° 2 
Malnutrition of Ste uf . ; 
Uncleanliness .. ee se ae 3 
( Ringworm :— 
| Scalp 
ae OGY. 
San; 4 Scabies 
| Impetigo 
| Other Diseases (non- tiaberc’ 5) 
( Blepharitis 
| Conjunctivitis 
| Keratitis 
Eye: { Corneal Opacities = 
Defective Vision Cat Sq: aint) 18 
Squint ae we .. 
\ Other Conditions. - ai eae 
Defective Hearing 
Ear Otitis Media 
Other Ear Diseases .. wh 
Enlarged Tonsils only 8 
Adenoids onl : ; 
Nose« Throat, Enlil, Tons x ee . 
Other Conditions .. i 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-tuber- 
culous).. : 
Defective Speech vs oh ae ae 
Teeth : Dental Disease 2 es 68 
Heart & Circulation : 
Organic “4 45 eA 
Heart Disease :- Functional ae ee ahs 
Anaemia | 
Tung’ f Bronchitis .. se ne 
* ‘Other Non-Tub. Diseases. 2 5 
Tuberculosis : Yj Dehnite.; 
( hanes f Suspected 
/Glands 
| Spine 
{ Hip | : 
Non-Pulmon.: / Other Bones 
| % » Joints 
| Skin : 
\ Other Borns 
| Epilepsy . 
Nervous System : 4 Chorea 
Other Conditions. 
Rickets 


Deformities : | Spinal Curvature 
| Other Forms 5% a ay 
Other Defects and Diseases .. -~ 11 a ll 
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B:—NuUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN Founp aT RoutTINE 


MEDICAL INSPECTION TO REQUIRE 


TREATMENT (EXCLUDING 


UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES.) 


Number of Children. 


Found to 
Inspected | require 
| Treatment 
142 40 


TABLE IV.—Retrurn ofr DEFEcTS 


Percentage of 
Children 
found to require 
Treatment. 


TREATED DURING THE YEAR 


EnpEep 3lst DrcemsBer, 1924. 


TREATMENT 


TABLE. 


Group 1.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness). 


Number of Defects Treated, or 


under Treatment during the year 


DISEASE OR DEFECT. 


Under the 
Authority’s Otherwise Total. 
Scheme. 
Skin : Ringworm—Scalp.. 
Ringworm—Body.. 
Scabies 
dipetigo. %.. ‘ee 
Other Skin Disease “i - 
Minor Eye Defects (External and other, 
but excluding cases falling in Group 2) 
Minor Ear Defects si rs ie is 
Miscellaneous 11 
Total 1] 
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Group II.—DeEFeEcTIvE VISION AND SQuinrT. 
(Excluding Minor Eye Defects treated as Minor Ailments-- Group 1). 


| Number of Defects dealt with. 


| 
Submitted to 
Refraction by 
Defect or Disease. | Under the |Private Practit’ner 
Authority’s | or at Hospital, 
Scheme. apart from the 
Aor Ey s Schm. 


— | —  — — -]. 


Otherwise.| Total. 


Errors of Retiaction 
(including Squint) 16 Nil. Nil. 16 


Other Defects or Dis- 
ease of the Eyes 
(excluding those re- | 
corded in Group 1) Nil. Nil. Nil, Nil. 


Total fe 16 Nil. Nil. 16 


Total number of Children for whom Spectacles were prescribed :— 
(a) Under the as s Scheme 16 
(b) Otherwise 6 — 

Total number of Children who obtained or received Spectacles :— 


(a) Under the oe s Scheme 16 
(b) Otherwise AP — 


Group III].—TREATMENT OF NOSE AND THROAT, 
NUMBER OF DEFECTS. 


Received Operative Treatment. 
Received 
By Private other Forms Total 
Under the Practitioner of Number 
Authority’s or Hospital, Treatment. Treated. 
Scheme in apart from the | Total 
Clinic or Hospital. |Authority’s Sch. 
— 3 3 2 5 


Siitie. 
S m 99 | 
Weg. 
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MEDICAL INSPECTION OF CHILDREN 
in the 
SMETHWICK PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


for the Year ending December 3lst, 1925. 


To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SMETHWICK 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE : 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 


I beg to present this, the Eighteenth Annual Report on 
the Medical Inspection of Children in the Smethwick Elementary 
and Secondary Schools, for the year ending December 31st, 1925, 


Routine medical inspections in the schools and the treatment 
of minor ailments at the school clinics have continued on the 
lines of the previous years. As will be seen from the tables in 
the appendices to the Report, an improvement has been found 
in the general physical condition of the children examined. 


The work of the Lonisation Clinic has continued to produce 
very satisfactory results. On page 26 of the Report will be found 
a summary of the results of treatment at this clinic since its 
inauguration in 1923. 
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A short description of the results obtained in the treatment 
of school children by ultra-violet radiation will be found on 
page. 27. 


The Speech Defect Class continues to do most useful work, 
and Miss A. J. ROBERTS is to be congratulated upon the large 
proportion of successes. 


Arrangements for the Open-Air School and Central Clinic 
are Well in hand. 


It is with great satisfaction that I record the establishment of 
the new School Dental Clinic under Miss HYLDA M. SHERRY, L.D.S. 


My best thanks are due to my colleagues, Dr. Gladys Ainscow 
and Dr. R. Sandilands, to the Nursing Staff, the Teachers and 
the Clerical Staff for their loyal help during the year. 


I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. BELL FERGuSoN, School Medical Officer. 


The School Medical Service in relation 
to the Public Elementary Schools. 


NUMBER OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN 
SMETHWICK. 


There are at present 14 elementary schools, namely, 10 
“ provided ”’ and 4“‘ non-provided.’’ Included in the former is the 
special school for mentally defective children (55 places). 


The highest number of children on the school registers during 
the year 1925 was 12,540. 


The total number on the registers on March 31st, 1925 :— 


Upper Depts.—Boys ip iene a OUG 
aia Girlcnd Anette” 2h9 es VE9I709 
Infants —Boys ve or 2,260 
4 —Girls ... Ae oe Wa BUD 
12,096 


In these figures are included 70 children (42 boys and 28 girls) 
under 5 years of age. 


The percentage of attendance for the school year ending 
March 3lst, was :— 


fen... 88,3 
1924 s.. - 90.6% 

Heese \c SON 8% 
1992. 89.0% 
Poot Se > 88.3% 


Two evening classes were opened in September, 1924, one for 
girls and one for boys. 

Practical classes in Cookery, Laundry, etc., and Manual Work 
(Woodwork and Metalwork) have continued at the following 
centres :—Cookery, etc.: Oldbury Road, Brasshouse Lane, 
Bearwood Road, Crockett’s Lane, Cape, Waterloo Road. Manual 
Work: Crockett‘s Lane, Waterloo Road and Smethwick Hall. 


3. SCHOOL HYGIENE. 


The hygienic conditions in the schools are for the most part 
satisfactory. A general survey of all the schools was commenced 
during the year in regard to lighting, heating, sanitation, equip- 
ment and water supply, and the conditions found were reported 
to the School Hygiene Sub-Committee. A number of improve- 
ments have been made during the year, including the provision 
of new and more suitable school furniture in the Infants’ Depart- 
ments of the following schools :—Brasshouse Lane, Bearwood 
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Road, Corbett Street, Crockett’s Lane, and the Cape. A total 
of 418 Dual Desks, 98 Tables and 196 Chairs have been provided. 


4. MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


(a) Particulars of age groups of children inspected are shown in 
Lable 1 of the appendix. 


Year. Routine Inspctns. Entrants Intermediates. Leavers. 
1919. 2810 69.6% 7.04% | 23.36%, 
1920. 3509 58.0% 20% 40.0% 
1921. Seri | 45.5% 29.4% 2D 1% 
1922. 3648 44.5% 23.3% 32.2% 
1923. 3805 36.0% PAVESI 43.3% 
1924. 4330 32.0% 42.0% 25.9% 
1925. 445] 20 0un 36.4% 28.19% 


5. FINDINGS OF MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


Review of the facts disclosed by medical inspection. Routine 
and Special inspections. 


(a) Malnutrition. 


Number inspected eer im ... 5,834 
Malnutrition... ee ae oe Oue 
Percentage oe Fs ect iat) Sone 


There were 679 cases of malnutrition entered in the tables,. 
44 of whom were marked cases, the rest being milder forms of 
malnutrition. This shows a marked improvement over the 
period for last year. 


(b) Uncleanliness—Head. 


Number inspected ae eae .. 5,834 
Number unclean Ve ee oi ee Oe 
Percentage oe i ie Fre Welsh: 


Only 15 cases shewed actual living verminous conditions of 
the head. The parents very much appreciate the arrangements 
under which Sacker’s Steel Combs are lent out for home treat- 
ment at a cost of 2d. per week. The number of combs available 
has been increased to ten at each clinic, In many instances the 
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parents purchase a steel comb of their own for future use at a 
cost of 5/6d, for a large size, or 2/9d. for a small size comb. 


Body, 
Number inspected ... 5,834 
Number Unclean sete) PMT 
Percentage ns ea 4. 00%, 


These figures include all children who are infested with fleas 
and other vermin. This shews a further decrease compared with 
last year. | 


NURSES’ INSPECTIONS 
NUMBER OF EXAMINATIONS, 25,287. 


O20 fe bo 24 elcome Losce eos 1920) 


Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. 


Ova. UES meen Lie oes es ed 11.8 14.9 eS 
Verminous 224 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 iba 
Clean 22,208 87.8 91.6 87.2 87.6 84.5 - 81.4 


There is an apparent increase in last year’s figures compared 
with the progressive decrease of previous years. This is more 
apparent than real, as the standard of inspection by the nurses 
has been made much more stringent on the School Medical 
Officer’s. instructions. In reality the general condition of the 
children’s heads is vastly improved compared with 1920. 


(c) Minor Ailments. 


It is satisfactory to note that the attendances at the clinics 
have decreased compared with previous years, particularly in 
cases of otorrhoea, owing to the prompt and satisfactory results 
obtained by zinc ionisation in over 60% of the cases. Improved 
education of the parents is leading to more prompt attention 
to trivial ailments at the beginning, and thus to an earlier cure 
and prevention of chronicity. 


(d) Tonsils and Adenotds. 


Number inspected Ae sss 5,834 

Number suffering from Tonsils and 
Adenoids ars c te reoige boo 

Percentage... a = ce pe eceye 


There were 189 cases of enlarged tonsils and adenoids, in- 
cluding 74 cases of tonsils alone, 7 of adenoids alone and 108 of 
both tonsils and adenoids; of these 113 received treatment, 
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(e) Tuberculosis. 


In 30 cases Pulmonary Tuberculosis was either definitely 
present or strongly suspected. In 10 cases Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis was found. These cases are. referred for observation 
or treatment to the Chest Clinic. 


(f) Skin Disease. 1925. 1924.- 1923." 1922 7s 


Number inspected 5,834 5,582 5,482 5,307°°9 2638 
Ringworm (all forms) 43 81 148 108 205 


Scabies ate cee 22 38 41 108 
Impetigo mo Say eso 287 419 381 367 
Others 508 non ANS) 114 201 148 168 


—— se 


482 504 806 678 . 848 


Percentage 8.2% 9.0% 14.7% 12.7% 16.1% 


Four cases of Ringworm were found during routine inspection | 
while in special inspections 24 cases of scalp ringworm and 15 
cases of body ringworm were found, these being referred to the 
Inspection Clinic by the teachers, nurses, etc; 10 cases of scalp 
ringworm were referred for X-Ray treatment at Dudley Road 
Hospital, compared with 14 cases last year, 


The above table shows a progressive improvement in prac- 
tically every case, especially with reference to Scabies. 


Scabies— three cases were found on routine examinations 


and.17 were referred to the Inspection Clinic by teachers and 
nurses. | 


(g) External Eye Diseases. 


Number inspected +f di stah es ee 

Number suffering from external eye 
disease fot eas ae si = Ripert! 

Percentage... a ae is is L866 


These’ diseases include Blepharitis, Conjunctivitis, etc., and 
are referred to the clinics for treatment and to the oculist for 
consultation when required. 


(h) Defective Vision, including Squint. 


Number inspected ie ee .. 9,834 
Number defective... oe aa se pas 
Percentage... ie ac de Berea 6 


These include 401 cases of defective vision and 27 cases of 


squint. -The number of children with defective vision in 1924 — 
was 408, | 
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(i) Defective Hearing and Ear Disease. 


Number inspected a8 ie ... 5,834 
Number defective ee Bf hee i aad 
Percentage... te et eee yf 


This figure includes 100 cases of discharging ears, see page 
26 for special remarks on Ionisation in the treatment of Chronic 
Otorrhoea. 


(j) Dental Defects. 


The figures in detail for 1925 during Rourine inspections 


are :— 
Perfect dentition (no visibl 
decayed teeth) ae ... 1,969—-44,2% 
Fair dentition (less than four 
decayed teeth) i ... 1,704—38.3% 
Bad dentition (more than four 
decayed teeth) ae wes THR—17.5% 
Examined in Code Groups the figures were as follows :— 
. Entrants. Intermediates. Leavers. 
Perfect 645—40.8% 628—38.8% . 696—55.5%, 
Fair 549—34.8% 685—42.4% 470—37.5% 
Bad 385—24.4% 304—18.8% 89— 7.0% 


(k) Crippling Defects. 


Number inspected ay de +e 5,824 
Crippled ae ae ay a 20 
Percentage ahs oh, Bie Oe 


The Secretary of the Smethwick Cripples’ Union (Miss Jenkins) 
provided a list of the children at present under their care. The 
defects included :— 


Paraplegia ne Be Seg Py 4 
Hemiplegia re ae or vo 4 
Poliomyelitis... as 14 
Tuberculous Diseases uf Joints at 26 
Lalipes =... ee oe: we i? 22 
RicketsJ.<: : iy ae er 6 
Amputations 3 
Knock Knees 5 tee “ee t 
Congenital Deformities ae Bes 4 
Scoliosis u Ae _ aos 3 
Dislocations 2 

92 


6. INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Cases of infectious diseases occurring in schools are reported 
by the Head Teachers to the Education Office, and this information 
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is forwarded to the Health Department. The Health Department 
keeps the Education Department informed of notified cases of 
infectious diseases in school children daily. The incidence was 
was not marked in any particular school. Measles and Whoop- 
ing Cough have continued to account for a considerable loss of 
attendance, together with feverish ‘ colds.’’. . 


There were 114 cases of Scarlet Fever in children of school age 
notified during the year, with one death, as compared with 67 
cases with no deaths last year. 


There were 51 cases of Diphtheria in school children notified 
during the year, with three deaths, as compared with 74 cases 
with two deaths last year. 


Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria notifications at school age for 
the past seven years were as follows :-— 


No. of Cases notified. Deaths at school age(5—15) , 


Year. Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. 
1919. 105 nz 2, 2 
1920. 359 100 5 
1921. 295 87 3 2 
1922. 177 60 a} 3 
1923. 128 74 1 7 
1924. 67 74 = Z 
1925. 114 51 if 3 


Closure of Schools. 


No schools were closed during the year. 


7. ** FOLLOWING UP.” 


The arrangements detailed in the Report for 1920 have con- 
tinued to work satisfactorily and well. 


Statement of work done by the School Nurses at the schools re 
Medical Inspection :— 


1925. 1924. 1923. 1922. 1921. 

Assisting School . 
Medical Officer 184 162 124 143 148 sess- 
Examination of ions. 
heads re nits, 
ringworm, etc. 25,287 22020 25,948 — 33,415 29,521 
Verminous 224 143 169 228 180 
Nits 2,855 1,704 3,159 3,960 4.41] 
Cleans = 22,208 20,173 22,620 29,227" 24,930 

25,287 22020 25,948 33,415: 29/521 


— 


——— 
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To Houses, 1 Ae ES aes aoe ES PAl 
Re Infectious Diseases 75 387 63 1s 34 Visits 
Other Diseases ae yas 210 443 649 S44, 
Defects and “ Follow- 
Sate B pope me COSm 2 Vote Ood lle Oue OD Ls ig, 
*Convalescents from In- 
fectious Disease 6 9 15 vA 89, 
Clinics Gases) 4. ye BBL Pas 440 DOT ae, 
Eye Ss ee ee LOOmer LL 84 118 184. 


At the School Clinics. 


Inspect’n clinics heldon 81 83 84 82 82 days 
Treatment clinics .,, 4386 436 423 436 429 


At the Cleansing Station. 


Cleansing children on 97 85 126 130 131 
Number of children 

cleansed... as 30 28 32 4] 74 
Number of baths given 176 181 398 640 1,234 


>) 


* All cases of ear discharge occurring in children in the [solation 
Hospital are notified to the Health Office and visited by the school 
nurses after discharge from Hospital to guard against danger of 
spread of infection through recrudescence of the discharge. 


8. MEDICAL TREATMENT. 


Reference to the table below will show the enormous growth 
of the school medical activities in connection with the treatment 
of minor ailments from the year 1919 until it reached its peak in 
1922, when the number of attendances was 21,653. Much credit 
is due to the nursing staff, who had the greatest difficulty in 
competing with these very large clinics and who put in many 
hours overtime. It is satisfactory to note that the pressure of 
work has continued to abate since 1922 and has enabled greater 
care to be given to individual children. The reduction in atten- 
dances is probably due to the fact that we have begun to overtake 
and master some of the commoner diseases, such as Scabies, 
Impetigo, Ringworm, etc. Additional factors are the lessening 
of unemployment in the Borough, resulting in the better nutrition 
of the children, and the fact that the mothers benefiting from their 
experience of the methods adopted at the school clinics, are able 
to recognise and take care of minor ailments at their inception. 


(a) Attendance at Treatment Clinics (excluding Inspection Clinics, 
Eye Clinics and baths)— 


1925. 1924. 1993: 1922. 1921. 1920. 1919. 
P8916 940i 211399) 92156530 21,988 5,129) 1528 
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WORK OF THE SCHOOL’ CLINICS, 


eMannttition- see .; a ny, ee. 8 cases. 
*Uncleanliness ... rs nt aes oe TOU a 
* Ringworm : 
Head a re = =: oie Fh Dare 
Body ahh anaes Fob es io) 4 Lee 
*Scabies 2 bp eee ie se co) OO Eee 
*Impetigo ee a 2ocnne 
*Other Skin Diseases (Non, Tub, PY ee <<.) Looe 
*Blepharitis ees ee soe | SORES 
*Conjunctivilis =... as ao Ao Peo. 
Defective Vision is. ee aie woe, 24 ae 
>C Ulli agen es oe ae — 5 ae 
Other Eye Defects ae Leth a oy 2a 
*Defective Hearing aoe i re sri. 42 
FOtitis Medias"... re a tr 2 LOC 
*Other Ear Diseases... ae ee er) dio meee 
Enlarged Tonsils Se aa oe va oe 
Adenoids ; Z) 
Enlarged ones aed Aelanatels a 2 
Other conditions of Nose and Throat Sa ated 


Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-Tuberculous.) 
Dental Disease . ‘ 

Organic Heart Disease 

Anaemia 

Bronchitis e 
Suspected Pulmonary Tuberculosis .. 
Tuberculosis of Glands 

Tubercolosis of Hip : 

Other Forms of Tuberculosis. 


et TN WOON 


Epilepsy 3 
Chorea - 
Other conditions of Nervous system i 
Deformities , cae ee ex eo 
Other Defects Aare Diceees es fae te ae 


*The diseases treated at the clinics are marked with an asters 


(b) TZonsils and Adenords. 


During the year, 189 cases were found to be suffering from 
Tonsils and Adenoids, and 113 underwent operation. 


Operations for Yonsils annd Adenoids are carried out at the 
Ear and Throat Hospital, Birmingham. Children are first taken 
to the Hospital to be examined in the Out-patient department, 
between 9-30 and 11 a.m. any morning except Saturday. For 
this, either a recommendation ticket from a subscriber or a 
payment of a fee of 5/- is necessary, and a second ticket from 
a subscriber is required if an operation is advised. Children 
attend, when instructed by the Hospital, at the Ludgate Hill 
ward where they are kept overnight, or longer if necessary. | 
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A certain period of waiting for admission occurs, but patients 
are usually admitted within four to six weeks after the tickets 
have been obtained. Parents are asked to find these tickets, but 
in cases of difficulty help is given by the Education Committee 
after investigation has been made. 


(c) Tuberculosis. 


Cases of tuberculosis are referred for diagnosis and treatment 
to the Chest Clinic, and are often kept under prolonged observa- 
tion. Including cases of Phlyctenular Conjunctivitis and Keratitis, 
2 such cases were referred through the clinics, and 38 other cases 
came under the care of the Clinic. During the year the following 
children of school age came under the observation of the Chest 
Clinic including ‘ contacts’ of known cases :— 


Children of school age :— 


Pulmonary. Other Forms. 
Number Tuberculous .... 3 5 
Number Suspected aes Ly 9 
Number found Non-Tuberculous 66 5 


X-Ray examinations are made where indicated as an aid to 
diagnosis. 


(d) Skin Disease. 


Including ringworm, scabies, impetigo, 482 cases of skin 
disease were dealt with at the clinics. 


Scabies. 


The Cleansing Centre has continued to be most useful. The 
number of children bathed was 30, receiving 176 baths, as com- 
pared with 28 children and 181 baths last year. Of these, 20 
cases were Scabies and 10 were given for children suffering from 
uncleanliness. The clothing disinfected in the formalin disinfect- 
ing chamber numbered 92 lots. 


Impetigo. 


There were 232 cases treated at the clinics. Leaflets of 
instructions and suitable ointments are provided. This again 
shows a marked decrease over last year. 


Ringworm. 


Twenty-five cases of scalp ringworm and 18 of skin were 
dealt with, compared with 54 and 27 for the preceding year, 
X-Ray Hatnent of the more refractory cases is carried out 
at Dudley Road Hospital, 10 cases having received treatment 
during the year at a cost of {2 2s. per case, 


16 


(e) External Eye Disease. 


Includes Blepharitis, Conjunctivitis, Keratitis, etc. The 
latter cases are referred to the Chest Clinic, as they are usually 
of tuberculous origin. Forty-nine cases of Blepharitis (inflamma- 
tion of the eye-lids) were treated at the clinics. Cases present- 
ing difficulty are referred to the school oculist at the Eye Clinic 
for his opinion and advice. 


(f) Defective Viston and Squint. 


The number of children submitted to refraction was 399 
as compared with 470 last year. 


REPORT ON THE WORK PERFORMED AT THE EYE CLINIC BY 
Dr. H, W. ARCHER-HALL, D.O. (OxoNn.), SENIOR ASSISTANT 
SURGEON, BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND EYE HOSPITAL. 


I have pleasure in submitting my report of the work at the 
Ophthalmic Clinic for the year ending December 3lst, 1925. 


Five hundred and fifty-five children attended the clinic for 
examination and treatment, and they presented the following 
diseases and disorders of the eye: 


(a) Errors of Refraction. 


1 Hypometropic astigmatism .. pele 
2 Hypermetropia af Me Ree ele 
3 Myopic astigmatism .. ie iyi 29 
4 Myopia : A oe is 55 
5 Mixed astigmatism te " 26 
Cases of Convergent Strabismus Ae 80 


(0) Superficial Diseases. 


1 Phlyctenular conjunctivitis .. a 12 
24 Blepharitis= =. ye ot BA 1] 
pu Cornealaulcctaes os se - 6 
4 Conjunctivitis 7 
5 Xerosis 1 
6 Meibomean cyst 1 
7 Papilloma of upper lid i 
8 Hordeolum 3 


(c) Diseases of deeper structures of eye. 


1 Pigmentary degeneration of macula 
2 Macular retinitis 

3 Optic atrophy Y e oe 
4 Congenital cataract .. a te 


et 


iy 


In addition to the 432 children in whom defects were found, 
91 children were refracted and found not to need glasses. 


In regard to the 432 children, many of these were refracted 
twice within the year. Most of these were young children or 
cases of myopia in which progression was suspected. 


I think that the number of superficial diseases treated at the 
clinic is the largest since its inception, and is no doubt due largely 
to appreciation of the work done in the past, and the ease with 
which the parents in Smethwick can reach the clinic. 


In many of these cases of superficial inflammation, numerous 
visits to the clinic are necessary, so that the attendance of children 
on each session is fairly large. 


As in previous years, a large number of squint and other 
ocular diseases were operated upon by me at the Birmingham and 
Midland Eye Hospital. 


(g) Ear Disease and Defective Hearing. 


Two hundred cases of ear disease, including 28 cases con- 
tinued from the previous year, were dealt with at the Clinics. 


Cases treated ae as ty fee DO 
Discharged—Cured ois re se LOS 
Left school or district ... oe ce 3 
Referred to Hospital ee 5f ae 1] 
Referred. to own Doctor... », S 5 
Refused treatment ee a Ae 3 
Continuing treatment... oe oa 20 


Details of new cases : 


Chronic Suppuration (one ear) ... oe: 76 
x x (both ears) Ae 24. 
Ceruminous Collection (one ear) Be 18 
Fy ¥ (both ears) on 44. 
Eczema of Canal oye a “ih 14 
Foreign body ae cee see se ] 
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In 99 cases only was a reasonable etiological factor ascertained 
as follows :— 


Deafness or Suppuration due to— 


Scarlet Fever 9 
Measles A 5 
Tonsils and Adenoids 2 
Cold os gre 4 
Collection’ of Cerumen 57 
Eczema 14 
Polypi 4 
Since Dentition 3 
Foreign body 1 
Not known 78 

lad 


At the Special Ionisation Clinic 91 cases were treated during 
the year out of 100 cases of discharging ears, with 74% cured. 


(h) Dental Defects. 


It is with great satisfaction that I record the appointment 
of Miss Hylda’M. Sherry, L.D-S., as the first School Dew 
Officer for the Education Committee. Arrangements were made 
for fitting up premises on the ground floor at Six Ways for use as 
a Dental Clinic. The accommodation comprises a waiting-room, 
a dental treatment room and a recovery room. A sink was in- 
stalled and arrangements for a gas sterilizer made. Lighting was 
very bad and a Lamplough’s Dental Daylamp was fitted in the 
Dental Officer’s room. The clinic was fitted up at a total cost of 
about £130. : 


The Dental Officer commenced work on February 9th, 1925. 
Owing to some delay, she was single-handed at first and had no 
Dental Attendant, so that the numbers during the first three 
months were rather low. In accordance with the Committee’s 
scheme, it was decided to concentrate on the age group of children 
from 5 to 7 years only. These children will be re-examined each 
year in addition to the new batches of “entrants.’’ It will be 
seen, therefore, that the work will grow progressively, and that 
later on some additional help may be required. While the rule 
is to concentrate on the 5 to 7 group only, certain exceptional 
cases outside this group have been dealt with, as will be seen from 
the tables on page 37. 


At the end of June, 1925, Miss V. Mann was appointed as 
Clerk and Dental Attendant, which enabled the Dental Officer 
to deal with a marked increased number of children, 
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With regard to the working of the clinic, Miss Sherry reports 
as follows :— 


“As the ground floor premises are utilised for Infant Welfare 
sessions on Monday and Thursday afternoons, I am obliged to leave the 
clinic on these days and carry out inspections in the schools. If the 
number of children inspected has already formed a sufficiently large 
waiting list, I have devoted my time to visiting out-lying schools and 
also to treating certain urgent cases in one of the Head Mistress’s rooms, 
or in an upper room at Six Ways. 


Treatment so far has been most satisfactory, the children in fact 
look forward to their visits, as I provide them with samples of, tooth 
paste, which I distribute as a reward for clean teeth, etc. These samples 
are sent to me (on request) by different manufacturing chemists. I 
find these samples invaluable, as they encourage the children to clean 
their teeth. 


When I begin inspection at a new school and for the first time, I 
usually give a little talk to the parents on the care of the teeth and the 
importance of preserving the teeth by timely fillings. I find the parents 
readily consent to extractions, but they do not yet quite understand 
the necessity for fillings. However, they are gradually being converted 
to this point of view. 


During the past nine months there has been a great number of 
extractions, but many of these have been due to overcrowding of teeth 
and are done for the purpose of regulating. Children requiring more 
elaborate appliances for orthodontic work have been sent to the Bir- 
mingham Dental Hospital. 


Conservation has been my chief aim, and I am glad to say that only 
four of the permanent teeth extracted were taken from children under 
eight years of age. 


The children attend the clinic in large numbers and refusals are 
few. Out of 2,583 children examined, only 160 refused treatment, and 
many of these returned later to ask for treatment. In the years to 
come I look forward to the time when there will not be a single refusal 
from the parents.”’ 


It will be seen from the table on page 37 that 1,841 children 
were inspected, together with 742 special cases outside the age 
group, making a total of 2,583 for the nine months’ work. Of these 
children, 2,480 or 96° were found to require treatment. 


ScHooL DENTAL SCHEME, 


The objective of the Scheme is to insure that each child who 
is now 5 years of age shall have a sound set of teeth on leaving 
school at the age of 14 years. Thus we are starting with the 
infants ranging from 5 years to 7 years and with these only. 
Had we started by taking children of all ages, that is, from 5 years 
to 14 years, we should have been working with no plan and no 
hope of progress, as there are too many children to deal with, and 
only one dental officer is available. Our object 1s :— 


(a) To examine each child as he or she enters the school. 


(0) To follow up and re-examine these children up to the 
time of leaving school. 
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Next year we shall take the groups of 5 years to 8 years, so that 
we shall meet again all those children who were attended to this 
year and so follow them up each year until they are 14 years old. 
Each year we shall include in the inspections all the new entrants 
to each school (of 5 years of age). 


Thus the work of the Dental Surgeon is two-fold :— 


(a) The routine inspection and re-inspection of the children 
in each school in the Borough. 


(0) Actual work done for patients at the Dental Clinic. 


(a) Routine Inspection at each School. 


The mouth of each child is thoroughly inspected and a 
yecord of such is kept on a special chart so that on coming to the 
Dental Clinic no time is lost in examining the teeth and the work 
may be done immediately. 


After the inspection of a school each child requiring treatment 
receives a form of consent which must be signed by the parent or 
guardian before any treatment is undertaken at the clinic. This 
form is given to the Head Teacher when signed and the children 
owning the signed cards are sent to the Dental Clinic. 


(0) Treatment at the Dental Clinic. 


The treatment at the clinic is chiefly conservative, but in 
cases where the teeth are very badly decayed and are a source of 
sepsis they are extracted. The aim is to secure for each child 
leaving school an efficient, complete and sound set of permanent 
teeth. The six year molar teeth receive special attention as they 
are the chief factors in mastication. Ifa child has lost its masti- 
cating teeth, his or her health is necessarily impaired. Therefore, 
the smallest cavities are filled immediately they are detected in 
these temporary molars so that full masticatory power may be 
preserved during the actively growing period, and no infection 
may be handed on to the permanent teeth that follow. 


Once a school has been inspected and the consent slips signed 
by the parents or guardians, treatment of children in that school 
is commenced and no other school is visited until treatment is 
practically complete in the school under review. When treatment 
is nearing an end, a new school is inspected, and while awaiting 
the return of the signed consent slips, the first school is completely 
finished. Thus the work continues; there is no waiting, and 
consequently no loss of time. 
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The Dental Attendant or Clerk. 


An important factor of the Dental Scheme is the work of the 
Dental Attendant or Clerk. Her duties are also two-fold :— 


1. Inspection of schools with the Dental Officer. 
Z. At the Dental Clinic. 


1. She is present at the school during each inspection and 
takes the name of each child, the exact date of birth, 
and other particulars, thus leaving the School Dentist 
free to devote her whole time to the examination of 
the condition of the mouth and state of the teeth. 


2. At the Clinic she mixes up the different cements and 
holds down the young patient’s hands, as most children 
have a tendency to put their hands to their mouths 
while in the dental chair. 


After the extraction of teeth she sees that no child leaves 
the recovery room without thoroughly rinsing the 
mouth. 


A considerable amount of clinical work also falls to the 
lot of the Dental Attendant or Clerk, and many minor 
duties, such as care of apparatus, sterilising of instru- 
ments, cleansing of bowls, etc., etc. 


(i) Crippling Defects. 


Cases requiring treatment are referred through the Smeth- 
wick Cripples’ Union to the Birmingham Orthopaedic Hospital. 
The number thus referred during the year was 4. Suitable cases of 
Tuberculosis of bones and joints are sent through the Council's 
Anti-Tuberculosis Scheme to the Lord Mayor Treloar Cripples’ 
Hospital, Alton, to the “‘ Woodlands,” Northfield, or to the 
“ Forelands,’”’ Bromsgrove, where the most modern treatment is 
available. Five children of school age were admitted during the 
year. The charges at these institutions are as follows :—Treloar 
Hospital, 30/- per week; ‘‘ Woodlands,” 50/- per week; and 
“ Forelands,” 44/- per week. 


A number of children of school age are included in those 
attending the clinic of the Smethwick Cripples’ Union each 
morning for massage. 


9. OPEN-AIR EDUCATION. 


It is satisfactory to record that arrangements for a new open- 
air school and clinic on “ The Firs” Estate are under considera- 
tion. The donors of the estate (Messrs. Mitchells & Butlers) have 
agreed that the Council should start with this part of the scheme, 
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and the old building on the estate is being demolished. The 
proposed clinic will include suitable eccommodation for an 
Orthopaedic Centre which it is proposed should be staffed by the 
Smethwick Cripples’ Union. 


Speech Defects. 


The results obtained in the Speech Defect Classes have been 
most satisfactory and have proved a great boon to scholars thus 
afflicted. The work of the class under the painstaking and effi- 
cient care of Miss A. J. Roberts is much appreciated by the parents 
of these children and by the children themselves. The combined 
class of boys and girls commenced in February, 1924, and has 
continued to prove most satisfactory. 


Boys. _ Girls. 
Number on Register, December 
dist, 1924 9 9 
Number admitted during the 
year 12 2 
Number discharged during the 
year : 8 + 
Number on register, December 
31st, 1925 . 4 se 13 7 


10. PHYSICAL TRAINING. 


This is included in school curriculum and conducted in 
accordance with instructions, etc., contained in Board of Education 
official publications ve Physical Exercises (each school supplied 
with sufficient copies, each member of the staff being in possession 
of same). 


11. PROVISION OF MEALS. 


Meals have been provided throughout the year at the 
five centres, situated as follows :— 


Meals. 
Brasshouse Lane School ie 2) 2588 
Crockett’s Lane School LEE EO NGG 
Capetschoolm a An Fc oj O84 
Victoria Special School _ ro re 1,277 
Sloe Lane ete. ... ee Ae ra 3,366 

60,044 


——— 


12. SCHOOL BATHS. 


During the year 14,116 boys and 9,292 girls attended the 
Public Swimming Baths, Rolfe Street, on Monday, morning, ~ 
Tuesday morning, Tuesday afternoon and Friday morning. In 
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addition, 460 boys and 580 girls attended from the Secondary 
Schools on Tuesdsy afternoon, Thursday morning and Friday 
afternoon. 


13. CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS. 


One or other parent or relative was present at 4,011 examina- 
tions, which is an increase over last year. 


14. CO-OPERATION OF TEACHERS. 


The co-operation of the teachers in the work of school medical 
inspection and treatment during the year has been most helpful. 
They have always been ready to give assistance and they have 
continued to confer with the Medical Officers and nurses in con- 
nection with the health of individual children, and have take an 
great deal of interest in the physical welfare of their scholars. 


15. CO-OPERATION OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
OFFICERS. 


There is mutual co-operation between the nurses and the 
school attendance officers. Absentees from school who are found 
to be having no treatment are referred to the clinics by the 
attendance officers, and in turn are notified of the names and 
addresses of those children whose treatment have been completed. 
Absentees from the clinics are visited by the school nurses. 


16. CO-OPERATION OF VOLUNTARY BODIES. 


The Smethwick Cripples’ Union and the National Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children have given help in a number 
of cases during the year. 


17. BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC 
CHILDREN. 


(a) All blind and deaf children are sent to institutions on a 
report being sent by the School Medical Officer to the Education 
Office that such action is desirable. At the present time the 
Education Authority have children at the following institu- 
tions :— 


Institution. Boys. Girls = Lotal; 
Royal Institution for Blind 
(B ham =. este 3 3 6 


Institution for ine tction a 
Deaf and Dumb Le 8 3 ll 
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(b) The Victoria Special School, in Suffrage Street, for 
mentally defective children has accommodation for 55 children. 
In addition to basket making, rug making, and leather work, the 
boys receive instruction in simple manual work, and the girls in 
sewing and cookery. All the scholars engage in gardening as 
weather permits. 


The school is visited periodically by the School Medical 
Officer for special and routine inspection, and every child is 
examined frequently. 


Victoria Special School. 


Boys. Girls. Total. 
Number on Register, December 


31st, 1924 aes 34 22 56 
Admitted during the year 1925 5 6 11 
*Discharged during the year 1925 4 2 6 
Number on Register, December 
31st, 1925 ae £5 35 26 61 
Number examined EY a) 8 10 18 
Number certified 4 4 8 
Number not M.D. (dull or back- 
ward) 4 2 5 b 
Number under observation... 2: ] 3 
Re-examinations 4 2 6 
*Of those who left :— 
Reached the age limit (16 yrs.) 2 —- 2 
Found employment ] 4 
Uertedistitct mee: oF ves — ] ih 


The names of all children who become eligible to leave the 
Special School are reported to the Education Office at the end of 
each term and details of such cases are referred to the Statutory 
Committee under the Mental Deficiency Act, 1913. The cases are 
visited periodically by the nurses in the Health Department, 
who supervise their after-care. 


18. NURSERY SCHOOLS. 


There are none in the area. 


19. SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


A School for Boys, known as the Junior Day Technical 
Schoolis situated in Crockett’s Lane, and has accommodation for 
300. A temporary Secondary School for Girls is situated at Holly 
Lodge, and has accommodation for 155 scholars. A new school 
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isin course of erection and when fully occupied will provide for 
320 Girls. It is hoped that such school will be ready in Septem- 
ber, 1926, after which the temporary buiding will be placed at 
the disposal of the Boys. 


20. CONTINUATION SCHOOLS. 


There are none in the area. 


21. EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN -AND YOUNG 
PERSONS. 


The Bye-Laws made under Sec. 1 of the Employment of Children 
Act, 1903, and Sec. 13 of the Education Act, 1918, are in force in 
the Borough. Applicants are examined by the School Medical 
Officers. The number of examinations was 254 and certificates 
were granted in all cases except three (two boys and one girl). 


Nature of proposed employment: Boys. Girls. Total 


Delivering Papers wis ft gu 4] 99 
ao MLK ae ae, ph. A — 7 

,, Firewood es — 9 1 10 

+h ue DTCAC Le. of sored — 12 

) galOocery 7s eas 3 — 3 
iVamietkes wax Bes a ave LID 4 123 
240 14 254 


22. SPECIAL ENQUIRIES. 


1. Jontsation Clinic. 


An Ionisation Clinic continues to be held at Six Ways 
Clinic on Tuesday mornings. The following table shows the 
results of cases treated during the year 1925. 


RESULTS oF CASES TREATED Durine 1925. 


One Ear Discharging. 


Cases Per cent Stillunder Lost sight of Referred to 
Tonised. Cured. Cured. Treatment. orleft School. Hospital. 
68 51 75% 5 8 4 


Both Ears Discharging. 


Totals 


91 68 74.72% 6 9 8 
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SUMMARY OF WORK OF THE [ONISATION CLINIC SINCE INCEPTION. 


Dr. Gladys Ainscow, Assistant School Medical Officer, has 
very kindly reviewed a series of cases of otorrhoea since the 
commencement of this special ionisation clinic, and reports the 
following results :— 


Cases Per cent’ Stillunder Lost sight of Referred to 
Ionised. Cured. Cured. Treatment.” or left School Hospital. 

One Har Discharging : 

187 141 75.4% 14 fly Lg 
Both Ears Discharging : 

83 49 09.03 20 6 8 

Total Cases: 

270 190 70.37 34 19 27 


The following table shows the number of times the 190 cured 
cases were submitted to ionisation and the average number of 
attendances made before the discharge ceased. 


No. of lonisations Average No. of visits 
Number before the discharge to the Clinic before 
of Cases. ceased. the discharge ceased. 
108 iL 1 
4] 2 3 
25 3 5) 
16 4 a 
(or more) 


These results are extremely gratifying, and it would appear 
that we are at last on the way to overcome this most dangerous, 
persistent and chronic type of infection in school children. [oni- 
sation enables the Medical Officer almost immediately to pick 
out those cases of chronic ear discharge which will not respond to 
local treatment, and whete a clear indication is made for surgical 
interference, usually involving the removal of septic tonsils and 
adenoids or the performance of some mastoid operation. These 
cases are referred to the Ear and Throat Hospital in Birmingham, 
and we must express our appreciation of the co-operation and 
help which are received from the surgeons of that institution. 


Using the old-fashioned methods such as antiseptic drops, 
etc., the number of cases in which success was obtained was 
small (33% or less), and the length of time required to arrest the 
disease was on an average of 13 weeks, involving attendance of 
the child at the clinic every day. On the other hand, with zinc 
ionisation, the percentage of cures is about 70%. The children 
attend on an average, 4.8 weeks for all classes of case, that is, once 
per week for a few weeks instead of every day for many weeks, 
as in the old methods. . 
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It is a remarkable fact that this method does not seem to 
be as widely applied as its merits demand. Enquiry revealed 
the fact that few hospitals and relatively few towns in the country 
appear to utilise this method of treatment in cases of chronic 
ear discharge. 


Ultra-Violet Radiation. 


During the year 103 cases of school children were referred 
to the light clinic for ultra-violet radiation treatment. Of these 
cases 31 were cured, 7 improved, 5 in statu quo, and 60 were 
continuing treatment. The diseases include Debility, Catarrh 
and Bronchitis, Unresolved Pneumonia, Rheumatic manifesta- 
tions, such as Chorea, Rheumatic Nodes and Heart Disease, 
Alopecia and various skin diseases, including Psoriasis, Impetigo 
and Septic Sores. 


It will be seen from these figures that the results are most 
encouraging. The children at first show an increase of appetite, 
they are brighter, more energetic, and altogether aie more lively. 
It was noticed that considerable augmentation of growth and 
weight occurred in the great majority of cases. In connection with 
the skin diseases of school life and rheumatic infecticns 1n children, 
most striking results are obtained, one might almost say altogether 
consistently. Sufficient experience has been gained to enable the 
writer to say that in his opinion every modern school clinic should 
have a Quartz Mercury Vapour Lamp installed for treatment. 
The Quartz Mercury Vapour Lamp is the best, cheapest and most 
satisfactory source of ultra-violet light to employ. Ultra-violet 
radiation, however, is a potent therapeutic agent and one which 
must be handled with patience and care, and always used under 
medical supervision. 


Vitaglass. 


Ordinary glass cuts out ultra-violet rays from sunlight 
almost completely. At any rate the shorter waves of ultra-violet 
radiation do not pass, aithough the room may appear to be flooded 
with sunshine. These shorter rays appear to be intimately 
associated with growth processes. School children, under modern 
conditions, are shut indoors in class rooms for many hours a day, 
and the windows being of ordinary glass, cut out even the small 
amount of vital rays available in our smoky towns. Mr. F. E. 
Lamplough, of King’s Norton, invented a glass called “‘Vitaglass,”’ 
which is manufactured in Smethwick by Messrs. Chance Bros. 
& Co., Ltd. As this glass allows to pass practically all rays 
available, it should prove most useful in schools. 


In June, 1925, the Smethwick Education Committee, on my 
recommendation, decided to instal this glass experimentally in 
a class room in the Crockett’s Lane School. Boys of 9 to 11 years 
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were taken and arrangements were made with the co-operation 
of Mr. Taylor, the Head Master, to keep 30 boys in this class 
room for 9 or 12 months. A control group of boys was taken in 
an adjoining class room having a similar aspect. Estimations of 
the colouring matter of the blood of the boys in these two groups, 
together with the heights and weights have been taken, and it 
is proposed to repeat these observations at the end of the experi- 
mental period, when results will be reported to the Committee. 


23. MISCELLANEOUS. 


Ten teacher candidates were examined by members of the 
medical staff during the year. 


24. STATISTICAL TABLES. 


The tables required by the Board of Education in respect 
of children attending Public Elementary Schools, and in addition, 
similar tables for children attending the Junior Day Technical 
School and Holly Lodge, will be found in the appendix overleaf. 
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County Borough of Smethwick. _ 


Appendix “ A.” 


Statistical Tables 


for 


Elementary Schools. 


Prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Education. 
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DABBLE 1: 


RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Code Group Inspections— 


Entrants. . 
Intermediates 
Leavers .. 


B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Special Inspections 
Number of Re-Inspections 


1,382 
2,475 


3,858 
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PAB sii: 
A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL 
INSPECTION IN 1924. 


Routine Special 
Inspections. Inspections. 
oO OD 4, 8 8 oO 3 S 
DEFECT OR DISEASE. Bo. | Besh | 2B. | Bese 
2 3 2525 S & 55.8 § 
eS) Cea en OS ae 
yea FSS. | ee eee 
Sones g4ee ona gas BS 
Bp ° | g25g) a = | #8ce 
A Z2gs | 2 222s 
° © ° @ 
Malnutrition. 9 *662 8 ; 
Uncleanliness : pee {including Nits) ste ee yc 
( Ringworm :— 
Scalp 1 24 
OuNeniss cod 3 15 
susie Se 3 17 
; Impetigo : 19 232 
| Other Diseases (non- -tubere’ s) 15 153 
Blepharitis 6 49 
| Conjunctivitis 2 30 
| Keratitis ne 
Eye: < Corneal Opacities + 
Defective Vision 360 41 
Squint ae s 22 - BY 
(| Other Gonciaonet os Ae ats os 23 
Detective Hearing sa. bt 7 Sud PORE 
Ear | Weds ahs aoe Mp 21 oe 100 
Other Ear Diseases .. 8 ee 35 
Enlarged Tonsils only 52 8 14 
Adenoids onl i 3 Ke 1 
Nose &Throat:4 nl Ton, & Adenoids| 101 Heer s6 ae 
Other Conditions .. 9 Ba ey 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-tuber- | 
culous).. ws as oS) a 5 i 
Defective Speech oe a oo 2 Ae es ee 
Teeth : Dental Disease eae oe) 2482 aa) 
Heart & Circulation : | 
Organic ae oe 2 3 
Heart Disease :- | Functional 6 3 5 Ss 
Anaemia ee 4 ! ] 
ener f Bronchitis .. ; 14 1 2 cs 
*  \ Other Non-Tub. ree 22 ae Ae ] 
Tuberculosis : ay etinites:.. . hs Gi Re 
f Pulmon. : \ Suspected 5 7 
| Glands SA 3 1 
| Spine : ee 7 “fir 
j Hipas: : me Ee 1 
Non-Pulmon. : , Other Bones 
| & Joints 1 , : 
\ [sun 5 3 ee Gnd 
( Other Forms Bs ai 1 
(eR hep syie. . ee 3 1 os 
Nervous System : - Chorea 1 4 
VOrher Condon. ie 1 
Rickets a fa 10 
Deformities : | Spinal Curvature 1 .- + 
Other Forms es d, om 2 5 
Other Defects and Diseases .. ae 59 8 435 Se 


* Of these 44 were marked cases. 
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B.—NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN FOUND AT ROUTINE 
MEDICAL INSPECTION TO REQUIRE TREATMENT (EXCLUDING 
UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES). 


Number of Children 


Percentage of Children 

Group. Found to require 
Found to require treatment. 

Inspected. treatment. 


Code Groups :— 


Entrants : 1,579 169 Ose 
Intermediates 1,617 233 14.4 
Leavers 1,255 303 24.06 


Total 4,451 705 15.8 
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EDABLE. (11t 


RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN 


AREA IN 1925, 


| Boys. | GIRLS. 
| Attending Certified 
Suitable for train- ee Is a Ae 3 3 
ing in a School} attending Public 
or Class for the Tier Schhole 
totally Blind Oia eericc 
eee pie cence omiiet 
(incl’ding| EIA er :; ny es = wae 
pawuelly, Attending Certified 
Blind). Snel Cie 
Suitable for train- Be vA ah - eile 1 i 
ing in a School rea rast re 
or Class for the ai eet Seance ib l 
partially Blind. At tee TERHoLe 
At no School or Inst. 
: Attending Certified 
Suitable for train- Schools or Classes 
ing in a School for the Deaf 7 8 3 
or Class for the | Attending Public 
DEAR totally Deat or Element’y Schools 
(incl’ding; Deafand Dumb. | At other Institutions ss 
Deaf ae Atno School or Inst. 1 
Dumb —— — 
partially Attending Certified 
Deus Suitable for train- Pease D, var 
ing in a School iets di : Publi 
or Class for the ae meee ane 
partially Deaf. | 4 (ther Institutions 
At no School or Inst. 
Attending Certified 
Feeble Minded Sch’ls for Mentally 
(cases not notifi- Defective Children 35 26 
able to the Local| Attending Public 
MENT- Control] Author- Element’y Schools 3 4 
ALLY ity). At other Institutions | 2 3 
DEFECT- At no School or Inst. 1 
TV, Pee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee 
Notified to the . 
Local Control eee a 3 = 
Authority dur- faa io CSI aru. Ao 
ing the year .. eae 
Attending Certified 
Special Schools for 
Epileptics 
6 In Institutions other 
Suffering from ; , 
Epilepsy (severe) ceeds Spi) 
Attending Public 
Element’y Schools os ue 
EPIL- Atno School or Inst. | 2 Mi 
PE LiGSiae ; pt 
Suffering from | Attending Public — 
Epilepsy which Element’y Schools 2 7 
is not severe. | At no Schoolor Inst. .. 


TOTAL. 


rt 
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TABLE III. (continued). 
Rerurn oF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN 
Area IN 1925. 
Boys; | GIRLS. || TOTAL. 
At Sanatoria or Sana- 
torium Sch’ls app- 
Infectious Pul- roved by Ministry 
mon. & Glandu- of Health or the 
lar Tuberculosis Board 2, 1 3 
At other insirrations a gene 
At no School or Inst. 1 I 
At Sanatoria or 
Sanatorium Sch’ls 
approved by Min- 
istry of Health or 
Non - Infectious the Board : 
(ES Re At Certified Reesiden- 
25 Gin nde tial Open-Air Sch’ls 
oe ane | At. Céttified Day 
ar Tuberculosis Open-Air Schoois 
At Public Element’y 
Schools 7A! 16 ot 
Par At other Taeeutions - 
At no School or Inst. 
Ly. a ae d net a 
ERs At Certified Residen- 
oes Delicate Children] tial Open-Air Scl. 
(e.g. preorlatent| At Certified Day 
Tuberculosis, Open-Air Schools 
Malnutrition, At Public Element’y 
Debility, Anae- Schools ip 79 151 
mia, ctes) At other Taeneinens nt 
At no School or Inst. 
At Sanatoria or Hos- 
pital Schools app- 
roved by Ministry 
Active Non-Pul- of Health or the 
monary Tuber- Board .. ] d 5 
-culosis. At Public Element’ y 
Schools 1 5 12 
| At other Institutions hah W Hi 
At no School or Inst. 1 | 
Crippled Chil- : 
dren (other than seule Hospital 
oo with Ac- At Certified TResiden- 
ive Tub’culous tial C le Sch’! 
disease), e.g.— fad Cripple och ls 
Children suffer- At Certified Day 
; Cripple Schools .. |. 
sie es ee At Public Element’y 
ie a = Be Schools 33 38 71 
: oie Ose | At other Teetinene .* a ~t 
ee ere At no School or Inst. 6 15 at 


Heart Disease 
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TABLES IY: 


RETURN OF DeEFeEcts TREATED DURING THE 


YEAR EnpinGc 3lst DeEcEmMBER, 1925. 
TREATMENT TABLE. 
Group I.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Group V.) 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS TREATED, 
OR UNDER TREATMENT DURING 


THE YEAR. 
DISEASE OR DEFECT. Fs 
Under the 
Authority’s Otherwise Total. 
Scheme. 
Skin : 
Ringworm—Scalp .. an an 24 oe 54 
Ringworm— ae 4 Bn 4 15 ae 27 
Scabies 3 im me Ae 20 Hd py 
Impetigo ae ch on Sy 232 4 269 
Other Skin Disease .. <a ae 153 = 104 
Minor Eye Defects : 
(External and other, 
but excluding cases 
falling in Group 2) .. “is 3 98 4 102 
Minor Ear Defects.. ee oe he 111 Let 
Miscellaneous x ie ra Se 421 | 22 443 
Total | 1,074 | 


26 | 1,100 


Group II.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects treated 
as Minor Ailments—Group I.) 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS DEALT WITH. 
Submitted to 
DeEFECT oR DisEAsR. Seeger oe) 
Under the titioner or at F 
Authority’s Hospital, Otherwise. Total. 
Scheme. apart from the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
Errors of Refraction (includ- 
ing Squint) af 3% 399 si a 399 
Other Defect or Disease of the 
Eyes (excluding those re- 
corded in Group 1) a 46 ae as 46 
Total | 445 Goes are | 445 


pS Dal a a ee DE aa ee elt a Te | 
Total Number of Children for whom Spectacles were prescribed :— 
(a) Under the Authority’s Scheme 361 
(b) Otherwise is oe Nil. 
Total Number of Children who obtained or “received Spectacles :— 
(a) Under the Authority’s Scheme 270 
(b) Otherwise os ed os Nil. 


37 


Group III] —TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE AND THROAT. 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS. 


Received Operative Treatn ent. 


By Private Prac- . 
juried Be ae Beare es Keer Total Number 
y tialsacecton other Forms Treated. 
Scheme in a Ss Waren Total of 
Clinic or Hospital epee y Treatment. 44 
18 87 105 8 113 


Sy, Wet NATE 


Group IV.—DENTAL DEFECTS. 


(1) Number of Children who were :— 


(a) Inspected by the Dentist : 


Aged 5 6 i 8 9 Foes tly Lor ans ek 
peaco1G 71 T “Nil Nil’ “Nil Nil “Nil Nil’ Nil 
Routine Age Groups Total 1,841 
Specials 742 
Grand Total 2,583 
(6) Found to require treatment ae ae .. 2,480 
(c) Actually treated oi Ms fs a vs, h5981 


(d) Re-treated during the year as the result of 
periodical examination re: * Ss 60 
Half-days devoted to Inspection, 40; Treatment, 265; Total, 305. 


Attendances made by children for treatment, 2,967. 


(2) 
(3) 
(4) Fillings, Permanent teeth, 259; Temporary teeth, 887; Total, 1,146. 
(5) Extractions, Permanent teeth, 29 ; Temporary teeth, 1,982 ; Total, 2,011- 
(6) Administrations of general anaesthetics for extractions, Nil. 

(7) 


Other operations, Permanent teeth, 510; Temporary teeth, 1,914; 
Total, 2,424. 


— nna 
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Group V.—UNCLEANLINESS AND VERMINOUS CONDITIONS. 


Average number of Visits per School made during the year by the School 
Nurses, 9. 


Total number of Examinations of Children in the Schools by the School 
Nurses, 25,287. 


Number of individual Children found unclean, 3,079. 


Number of Children cleansed under the arrangements made by the Local 
Education Authority, 180. 
Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :— 


(a) Under the Education Act, 1921 .. Nil. 
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws Nil, 
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Appendix “ B.” 


Statistical Tables 


for 


Secondary Schools. 


Prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Education. 
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SECONDARY: SCHOOLS. 
TABEE I. 


RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


Entrants. . as fs Ps a We $e 118 


B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Special Inspections ny ie ad! 
Number of Re-Inspections .. - ae Ue noo 
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TABLE UL SEGONDARY SCHOOLS 
A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL 
INSPECTION IN 1925. 


Routine Special 
Inspections. Inspections. 
DEFECTS OR DISEASE. 25 | 3883 | 2-5 |weeae 
Hod hoes Lod Ree S 
AS 4g re aay gage 
fi *-) gee. | 8 2 eee 
z |so3f| 2 | gepe 
° © ° 2 
Malnutrition a nes ie ¥A 3 
Uncleanliness .. Be ve oe ] 
Ringworm 
Scalp oe ee be wee 
ae Body . 
Skin : Scabies i an <e sg ie a 
Impetigo Pe ove bi 29 ne ee 
Other Diseases (Non-tuberc’r) Me 
( Blepharitis “~ fe Si ae si 
| Conjunctivitis Wei tele cet an eam As 
fae Keratitis : % Shs i 
Ve=") Defective Vision... | 2 a o 
| Squint ie Ss a oa es 
Other Conditions ; A . oF, 
Defective Hearing .. ee 1 By 1 
Ear { Out Media ee * A 
Other Ear Diseases Te | A ate 
( Enlarged Tonsils only lie Ss eae 
_) Adenoids onl 5 «s 
Nose & Throat : tae Horeace oenaes 1 
Other Conditions 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-tuber- 
culous) 
Defective Speech if ae as st - A a5 
Teeth : Dental Diseases es 3% 50 ye ee a 
Heart and Circulation : 
Organic 
Heart Disease : aah an Ah ons re 
Anaemia a) nor 3 mh sha 
Lungs: Bronchitis... *s Re 
; Other Non-Tub. Diceasee. on 1 
Tuberculosis: Pulmon.: f Definite et 
( Suspected 1 
Glands . 
| Spine 
j ips. 
Non-Pulmon. : Giners Bones 
| and Joints : 
Skin : yh 4 ete 
\ Other Forms he ae, Z 
Epilepsy . . ac : 
Nervous System : | Chores q ic = 5 
Other Gondiione 1 is 2 A 
Rickets se : ae e 
Deformities : Spinal Curvature <- ir a 
Other Forms : ae ea: pet Uh 
Other Defects and Diseases .. aa 4 ae 4 we 
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B.—NuMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN FouNnpD AT ROUTINE 
MepicaLt INSPECTION To REQUIRE TREATMENT (EXCLUDING 
UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES.) 


Number of Children. 
Percentage of 
fs Children 
Found to | found to require 
Group Inspected | require Treatment. 
Treatment i 
Entrants 118 30 25.4% 


TABLE IV.—ReErtrurn oF DeFrects TREATED DuRING THE YEAR 
EnpEp 3lsrt DECEMBER, 1925. 
TREATMENT TABLE. 


Group 1.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness). 


Number of Defects Treated, or 
under Treatment during the year 


DISEASE OR DEFECT. 


Under the 
Authority’s Otherwise Total. 
Scheme. 
Skin : Ringworm—Scalp.. 
Ringworm—Body.. 
Scabies Ss 
Impetigo .. 
Other Skin Disease 
Minor Eye Defects (External and othe er, 
but excluding cases falling in Boe 2) +. 
Minor Ear Defects at an) 1 
Miscellaneous a -: sp #e 4 4 
Total 5 me 5 


MAR3 1997 
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Group II.—DEFEcTIVE VISION AND SQUINT. 
(Excluding Minor Eye Defects treated as Minor Ailments~ Group 1).. 


| Number of Defects dealt with. 


Submitted to 
Refraction by 
Defect or Disease. | Under the |Private Practit’ner 
Authority’s | or at Hospital, Otherwisea ila 
Scheme. apart from the 
Authority’s Schm. 


Se 


Errors of Refraction 


(including Squint) a0 Nil. Nil. 33 
Other Defects or Dis- 

ease of the Eyes 

(exclu jing thoce re- 

corded in Group 1) Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. 


Votal ey 33 Nil. Nil. 33 


Total number of Children for whom Spectacles were prescribed :— 
(a) Under the aye s Scheme 3l 
(6) Otherwise oe — 

Total number of Cnildren who obtained or received Spectacles :— 


(a) Under the gure. S Schemes y20 
(6) Otherwise j — 


Group III.—TREATMENT OF NOSE AND THROAT. 
NUMBER OF DEFECTS. 


Received Operative Treatment. 


Received 
By Private other Forms Lota 
Under the Practitioner of Number 
Authority’s or Hospital, Treatment. Treated. 


Scheme in apart from the | Total 
Clinic or Hospital. |Authority’s Sch. 


The Medical Inspection of Children 


Elementary and 


= IN THE 
Secondary Schools. 


Smethwick Public 


{ 


$4. 


IWERSITY 4 


" 


+h 


gusensanassnssenscnconqteaansnsnanesnes paeeencne en aeessapercaneeounerssenesasscessesansseassssenen 


ited 
Street 


im 


(3 
Hume 


Bitte 
SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER, 
Cape Hill Press 


SMETHWICK: 


FOR THE 
g 3ist December, 1926, 


Year endin 


20 paepenneen SPER OS CSEC OPER ORES PEAR CRSSRESe eens BeeseReEeaee 


pak tus 
ab hs 
Uy 


THE UBRART OF **; 


INtwe RSITY GE {8 AONE 


The Medical Inspection of Children 


PNA ELE 
Smethwick Public Elementary and 


Secondary Schools. 


ANNUAL 
REPORT 


BY THE 
SoROOL MEDICAL OFFICER, 


POR EHE 


Year ending 31st December, 1926, 


SMETHWICK: 
Cape Hill Press 
' Limited 


Hume Street 


ws 
- 
a 


THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


1925 — 1926. 


ALDERMAN G, EF. BEtts, J.P. 


ALDERMAN A. MorrIs. 
COUNCILLOR A. BEARDMORE. 


CHAIRMAN 


VICE-CHAIRMAN 
THE Mayor 


(COUNCILLOR EF. H. JONES, ].P.) 3 W. J. SALMON. 
ALDERMAN C. W. PINKNEY, J. P. fed 2 SOMITE. 
res OWS EVANS. 3). BP; A th Ways 
COUNCILLOR E. ADAMS, J.P. e S. SMITH 
-s E. T. BRown. te W. BLAKE. 
re C. W. Taylor ee F. W. PERRY. 
R. A. BAKER. 


* Mrs. E, M. Sanps, JP. + 
COUNCILLOR E. HEWITSON. 


Elective Members : 


Mrs. HAMPTON. Miss S. Longs. 
Mr. W. H. S. CHANCE. 


University Representative : 
Mr. J. W. Harvey, M.A. 
Teachers’ Representatives : 
Mie |. < [a DUDEEY. Miss E. Swaln. 
Director of Education : 
S. CHILDs, M.A. 


Secretary for Education: 
G. F. BENNETT. 


(School Hygiene Work is carried out by School Attendance and 
School Hygiene Sub-Committee.) 


STAFF POR (MEDICAL INSPECTION OF CHILDREN. 


School Medical Officer : 
J. Bett Fercuson, M.D., D.P.H. (Resigned—Oct 3lst). 
- Assistant School Medical Officers : 
Re SANDILANDS, M_B:7Ch_B. B.Sc...) PH. 
GLuapys AInscow, M.5., Ch.B., D.P.H. 


School Oculist: H. W. ARCHER-Hati, D.O. (Oxon). 


School Dentist: Miss HyL_pa M. SHERRYy,, L D.S. 
Dental Attendant and Clerk: Miss V. MANN. 


School Clinic Nurses: 
NuRSE H. OWEN. Nurse CC, M. BULLocx. 
Nurses (Part Time) : 


NURSE 17 Es IOBERTS: NursE L. WEALE. 
Be EAIGEH. 


A. WRIGHT. . 
F. RICHARDS. eee COLLINS. 
F. M. SULLIVAN. CP el CRERS. 


Medical Inspection Clerk: Miss WINIFRED COOMBES. 


a 


1) 


nA 


iy 


= 


MEDICAL INSPECTION OF CHILDREN 
in the 
SMETHWICK PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


for the Year ending December 3|st, 1926. 


TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SMETHWICK 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 


Mr, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 


I beg to present this, the Nineteenth Annual Report on 
the Medical Inspection of Children in the Smethwick Elementary 
and Secondary Schools, for the year ending December 31st, 1926. 


The year under review has been one in which no important 
modifications or extensions of the school medical service have 
been made but rather a year of consolidation of existing facilities. 
Although there is nothing outstanding to report, the general pro- 
gress continues to be satisfactory, and the outlay on the service 
is amply justified by the results obtained. 


The incidence of infectious diseases in school children has 
been exceptionally low, and the notifications of Scarlet Fever and 
Diphtheria for the year have been the lowest on record. 
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The number of cases examined by the School Nurses at the 
schools was 35,861, against 25,287 last year, an increase of over 
10,000. 


The number of cases of Malnutrition still remains high, being 
798, that is, 12% of all examined, a very disquieting feature, due 
in large measure to the industrial distress and the long coal dis- 
pute of last year. It is to be hoped that better industrial 
conditions will be our lot in 1927 and that this large number of 
cases of Malnutrition will be very considerably reduced. 


CLEANLINESS. It is very satisfactory to note that the num- 
ber of cases of uncleanliness has very materially declined, showing 
a reduction of 33% on last year. 


It is also satisfactory to note that arrangements for the 
provision of an Open-Air School are now well advanced, and that 
actual building may be hoped for in the near future. 


Iam, Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


HuGH PAUL, 


The School Medical Service in relation 
to the Public Elementary Schools. 


NUMBER OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN 
SMETHWICK. 


There are at present 14 elementary schools, namely, 10 
“ provided ”’ and 4 “‘ non-provided.’’ Included in the former is the 
special school for mentally defective children (55 places). 


The highest number of children on the school registers during 
the year 1926 was 12,567. 


The total number on the registers on March 81st, 1926 :— 


Upper Depts.—Boys xe eee OY LOA. 
5 py SOE aye ue Bhan A Sailsy: 
Infants —Boys ort Bee pl 
- —Girls ... ep Be eR: 
12,144 


In these figures are included 27 children (17 boys and 10 girls) 
under 5 years of age. 


The percentage of attendance for the school year ending 
March 3lst, was :— 


OE RL ETN? 
POD6 et. | 88:3 
1924 ... 90.6% 
1923 ... 90.8% 
POS ey 89.0% 
1921 ... 88.3% 


Six Junior Evening Institutes were opened in September 
1926, three for girls and three for boys. 


Practical classes in Cookery, Laundry, etc., and Manual Work 
(Woodwork and Metalwork) have continued at the following 
centres :—Cookery, etc.: Oldbury Road, Brasshouse Lane, 
Bearwood Road, Crockett’s Lane, Cape, Waterloo Road. Manual 
Work: Crockett‘s Lane, Waterloo Road and Smethwick Hall. 


3. SCHOOL HYGIENE. 


The lighting arrangements in the whole of the Council Schools 
were re-organised. The alterations carried out included the 
removal of all existing fittings, the installation of modern lamps, 
respaced so as to spread the light evenly, the provision of corridor 
lamps and outside lights and the putting in of new supply pipes. 
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The total cost was about £2,000, and the result was a vast im- 
provement on the former lighting. 


The higher standards of all the Boys’ Departments were 


equipped with modern dual locker tables and chairs. The num- 
ber of tables supplied was 358 and the number of chairs 716. 


4, MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


(a) Particulars of age groups of children inspected are shown in 
Table 1 of the appendix. 


Year. Routine Inspctns. Entrants Intermediates. Leavers. 
1919. 2810 69.6% 7.04% 23.36% 
1920. 3509 58.0% 2.0% 40.0% 
1921. Sool 45.5% 29.4% 25.1% 
1922. 3648 44.5% 23.3% 32.2% 
1923. 3805 36.0% 205735 43.3% 
1924. 4330 32.0% 42.0% 25.9% 
1925. 4451 Baas 36.4% 28/17, 
1926. 4410 36.6% 24.7% 38.7% 


5. FINDINGS OF MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


Review of the facts disclosed by medical inspection. Routine 
and Special inspections. 


(a) Malnutrition. 


Number inspected a pe rye. 204 
Malnutrition... + oe Bay etki: 
Percentage es us: oe: LeeLee 


There were 798 cases of malnutrition entered in the tables, 
54 of whom were marked cases, the rest being milder forms of 
malnutrition. 


(b) Uncleanliness—Head, 


Number inspected ts me ue Tefen 
Number unclean ay eas te atk) 
Percentage BA ae a as, 


Only 14 cases shewed actual living verminous conditions of 
the head, The parents very much appreciate the arrangements 
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under which Sacker’s Steel Combs are lent out for home treat- 
ment at a cost of 2d. per week. The number of combs available 
is ten ateach clinic. In some instances the parents purchase a 
a steel comb of their own for future use at a cost of 2/6d. each. 


Body. 
Number inspected ye O26) 
Number Unclean re PPA6 
Percentage “pp aa BEN If 


These figures include all children who are infested with fleas 
and other vermin. This shews a considerable decrease compared 
with last year. 


NURSES’ INSPECTIONS 
NUMBER OF EXAMINATIONS, 35,861. 


Ey tay, MN are Ral 


Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. 


Ova. Somme loc 811.872 07.8 12.2 11.8 14.9 
Verminous 304 0.8 0,9 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 
Clean Ol euaeeee. = OS) «(LG 87.2 87.6 84.5 
(d) Tonsils and Adenovds. 

Number inspected 7 Oye0L 

Number suffering from 45 onsils and 

Adenoids ie ap ida pelos 
Percentage... me bee sh meh 


There were 182 cases of enlarged tonsils and adenoids, in- 
cluding 66 cases of tonsils alone, 21 of adenoids alone and 95 of 
both tonsils and adenoids; of these 86 received treatment. 


(e) Tuberculosis. 


In 4 cases Pulmonary Tuberculosis was either definitely 
present or strongly suspected. In 6 cases Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis was found. These cases are referred for observation 
or treatment to the Chest Clinic, 
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(f) Skin Disease. 1926. -1925. 1924: 1923. 19232) 
Number inspected 6.2612 583445582") 5482 ood 
Ringworm (all forms) 40 43 81 148 108 
Scabies Re APS 30 20 22 38 41 
Impetigo a san ty PAF Re 251 287 419 381 


Others ae cee oO 168 114 201 148 


539 482 504 806 678 


Percentage 8.6% 8.2%) 9.0% 14.7% tT. 


No case of Ringworm were found during routine inspection 
while in special inspections 20 cases of scalp ringworm and 20 
cases of body ringworm were found, these being referred to the 
Inspection Clinic by the teachers, nurses, etc; 4 cases of scalp 
ringworm were referred for X-Ray treatment at Dudley Road 
Hospital, compared with 10 cases last year. 


Scabies— nine cases were found on routine examinations 
and 26 were referred to the Inspection Clinic by teachers and 
nurses. 


(g) External Eye Diseases. 


Number inspected = Beer ued teA | 

Number suffering from external eye 
disease ae es a rps lee 

Percentage... ae a ie Ba PRI 


These diseases include Blepharitis, Conjunctivitis, etc., and 
are referred to the clinics for treatment and to the oculist for 
consultation when required. 


(h) Defective Vision, including Squint. 


Number inspected er — seabseOl 
Number defective... Pe oi HJ 296 
Percentage... 5 a BA Res oath Ue 


These include 270 cases of defective vision and 26 cases of 
squint. The number of children with defective vision in 1925 
was 401. 


(i) Defective Hearing and Ear Disease. 


Number inspected ox ry Son) Wipe! 
Number defective a se Pr Pas 
Percentage... ae fi re RES ro 


This figure includes 130 cases of discharging ears, 
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(j) Dental Defects. 


The figures in detail for 1926 during Routine inspections 


are :— 
Perfect dentition (no visibly 
decayed teeth) a ... 1,955—44.3% 
Fair dentition (less than four 
decayed teeth) mes ... 1,769—40.1% 
Bad dentition (more than four 
decayed teeth) Bet ... 686—15.6% 
Examined in Code Groups the figures are as follows :— 
Entrants. Intermediates. Leavers. 
Perfect 662—41.1% 386—35.3% 907—53.2% 
Fair 627—38.9% 464—42.5% 678—39.8% 
Bad 324—20.0% 242—22.2% 120— 7.0% 


(k) Crippling Defects. 


Number inspected ele — She 6,261 
Crippled : wee ee See 8 
Percentage os oe oe afi AULA 


The Secretary of the Smethwick Cripples’ Union (Miss Jenkins) 
provided a list of the children at present under their care. The 
defects included :— 


Paraplegia 5 
Hemiplegia 2 
Poliomyelitis 12 
Tuberculous Diseases a: Joints * 18 
Talipes aes az ee ie ri 20 
Rickets ... 4 
Amputations 3 
Knock Knees : 6 
Congenital Deformities 4 
Scoliosis » 3 
Dislocations 2 


6. INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Cases of infectious diseases occurring in schools are reported 
by the Head Teachers to the Education Office, and this information 
is forwarded to the Health Department. The Health Department 
keeps the Education Department informed of notified cases of 
infectious diseases in school children daily. The incidence of 
Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria was not marked in any particular 
school although Waterloo Road in regard to Scarlet Fever and 
Smethwick Hall and Cape in regard to Diphtheria showed a 
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larger number of cases than other schools in the Borough. The 
non-notifiable diseases, e.g. Whooping Cough, Measles Chicken- 
pox and Mumps accounted for a considerable loss of attendance 
during the year. 


There were 45 cases of Scarlet Fever in children of school age 
notified during the year, none of which were fatal, as compared 
with 114 cases with one death during last year. 


There were 56 cases of Diphtheria in school children notified 
during the year, with four deaths, as compared with 51 cases 
with three deaths last year. 


Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria notifications at school age for 
the past eight years were as follows :-— 


No. of Cases notified. Deaths at school age(5—15). 
Year. | Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria: 


1919. 105 52 2 2 
1920. 359 100 2 5 
1921. 295 87 3 2 
1922. 177 60 ] 3 
1923. 128 74 H 7 
1924. 67 74 - 2 
1925. 114 51 1 3 
1926. 45 56 — 4 


Closure of Schools. 


No schools were closed during the year. 


7 ee OULOW ING Pee 


The arrangements detailed in the Report for 1920 have con- 
tinued to work satisfactorily and well. 


Statement of work done by the School Nurses at the schools re 
Medical Inspection :— 


1926. 1925. 1924. 1923. 1922. 
Assisting School 
Medical Officer v5 184 162 124 143 sess- 
Examination of ions. 
heads ve nits, 
ringworm, etc. 35,861 25,287 22020 25,948 33/415 


Verminous ... 304 224 143 169 228 
NitSuee. Ze EeOtTOS 2 850m ls 04 3,159 3,960 
Cleanw.. ww. 01,804 922,208 20,173 © 22,6200 29227 


35,861 25,287 22,020 25,948 33,415 


ee 
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Visits To Houses. 1926205 1925.. 19242 91923. 211929: 
Defects and “ Follow- 
meruUps” seme O40 38,2610 5,040 7440160) fleoa Li Visits 
Clinie) Cases. ... oe GOS 336 86478 440 OOF?) 
Eye ler ier OE 156 110 84 Lishee 


At the School Clinics 


Inspect’n clinics heldon 83 81 83 84 82 days 
Treatment clinics ,, 432 436 436 423 ESTO. rp 


At the Cleansing Station. 


Cleansing children on 85 OF 85 126 130 
Number of children 

cleansed... ae of 30 28 Sy 4] 
Number of baths given 260 176 7 181 398 640 


8. MEDICAL TREATMENT. 


(a) Attendance at Treatment Clinics (excluding Inspection Clinics, 
Eye Clinics and baths)— 


19265 1925, 1924. 1923. 1922. bo Loz: 
15,483 14,082 16,940 21,322 21,653 21,338 5,129 


Weigel DHE SCHOOL CLINICS: 


*Malnutrition ... oF + af ap 6 cases 
*Uncleanliness ... ae ee a i, wl Ree 
*Ringworm : 
Head 5 sr aa. ie, et el ow AU ae 
Body’ ie a. rete male ty be WAM a 
*Scabies ... aoe tA ay, an die BPS OWE 
*Impetigo : Se eetnOo fo. 
*Other Skin Diseases (non- -Tuberculous. po Eee” AMIS a 
*Blepharitis oe tac or ig? AAPOG2\ UB 
PCOMpunctivitis.,... ot io as Seat Oa a 
Corneal Opacities re oe Behe “cr 3 hes 
Defective Vision ce ae te scan 9 4040; 
Set wast me a a a: Oe 
Other Eye Defects oe ay Be Ae Li as; 
*Defective Hearing —. ie 1 Bee AED Pe 
*Otitis Media .... ie re fee epee HRV a, 
*Other Ear Diseases  ... ae oy ste nA 
Enlarged Tonsils se M1: Are Hah SANT TE ps 
Adenoids a: ak Ey 
Enlarged Tonsils and Adenoids Le Wo selOnis, 
Other conditions of Nose and Throat =: LO ta 


Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-Tuberculous.) 13 ,, 
Dental Disease ... = Ao a ae 4) 
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Organic Heart Disease, 
Functional ,, 
Anaemia 
Bronchitis AR: ate a 
Suspected Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... 
Tuberculosis of Glands 

Epilepsy 

Chorea oe ae 0 one 
Other conditions of Nervous system 
Deformities a nabs , Aas 
Other Defects and Diseases ... by rere 


x”) 


Hm bo to HS Oo bo te to DS 


*The diseases treated at the clinics are marked with an asterisk. 


(b) Tonsils and Adenoids. 


During the year, 182 cases were found to be suffering from 
Tonsils and Adenoids, and 86 underwent operation. 


Operations for Tonsils and Adenoids are carried out at the 
Ear and Throat Hospital, Birmingham. Children are first taken 
to the Hospital to be examined in the Out-patient department 
between 9-30 and 11 a.m, any morning except Saturday. For 
this, either a recommendation ticket from a subscriber or a pay- 
ment of a fee of 5/- is necessary, and a second ticket from a 
subscriber is required if an operation is advised. Children attend, 
when instructed by the Hospital, at the Ludgate Hill ward where 
they are kept overnight, or longer if necessary. 


A certain period of waiting for admission occurs, but patients 
are usually admitted within four to six weeks after the tickets 
have been obtained. Parents are asked to find these tickets, but 
in cases of difficulty help is given by the Education Committee 
after investigation has been made. 


(c) Tuberculosis. 


Cases of tuberculosis are referred for diagnosis and treatment 
to the Chest Clinic, and are often kept under prolonged observa- 
tion. During the year 88 children of school age came under the 
observation of the Chest Clinic including “ contacts ’’ of known 
cases :— 


Pulmonary. Other Forms, 
Number found Tuberculous 1 6 
Number Suspected om 27 - 


Number found Non-Tuberculous 54 ~ 


X-Ray examinations are made where indicated as an aid to 
diagnosis, — 
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(d) Skin Disease, 


Including ringworm, scabies, impetigo, 539 cases of skin 
disease were dealt with at the clinics. 


Scabies. 


The Cleansing Centre has continued to be most useful. The 
number of children bathed was 37, receiving 260 baths, as com- 
pared with 30 children and 176 baths last year. Of these 35 cases 
were Scabies and 2 were given for children suffering “from 
uncleanliness, The clothing disinfected in the formalin disinfect- 
ing chamber numbered 140 lots, 


Impetigo. 


There were 263 cases treated at the clinics. Leaflets of 
instructions and suitable ointments are provided. 


Ringworm. 


Twenty cases of scalp ringworm and 20 of skin were 
dealt with, compared with 25 and 18 for the preceding year. 
X-Ray ‘treatment of the more refractory cases is carried out 
at Dudley Road Hospital, 4 cases having received treatment 
during the year at a cost of {2 2s. per case. 


(e) External Eye Disease. 


Includes Blepharitis, Conjunctivitis, Keratitis, etc. The 
latter cases are referred to the Chest Clinic, as they are usually 
of tuberculous origin. Fifty-two cases of Blepharitis (inflamma- 
tion of the eye-lids) were treated at the clinics. Cases present- 
ing difficulty are referred to the school oculist at the Eye Clinic 
for his opinion and advice. 


(f) Defective Vision and Squint. 


The number of children submitted to refraction was 500 
as compared with 399 last year. 


REPORT ON THE WORK PERFORMED AT THE EYE CLINIC BY 
Dr. ‘H. W. ARCHER-HALL, D.O. (OxoN.), SENIOR ASSISTANT 
SURGEON, BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND EYE HOSPITAL. 


I have pleasure in forwarding my report on the work of the 
Ophthalmic Clinic during 1926. 
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Five hundred and sixty patients have been treated in this 
period, and a number of of these have been refracted twice within 
the year. This of course applies chiefly to the Myopic cases. 
Those children suffering from external diseases attended in some 
cases, many times, for examination and treatment. 


Analysis of the 560 patients’ conditions shows the following 
diseases and disorders, Some of the children presented more than 
one condition : 


(a) Evrors of Refraction. 


1 Hypermetropia : a .. 104 
2 Hypometropic astigmatism a AG 
3 Myopia : at es re 52 
4 Myopic astigmatism + as we 49 
5 Mixed astigmatism .. a of 23 


(6) Deviations of the Eyeball. 


1 Convergent Strabismus c a 75 
2 Divergent Strabismus ye a 2 


(c) External Diseases of the Eye. 


1 Conjunctivitis .. oie A “a 15 
2 Phlyctenular conjunctivitis .. ~ 17 
SemeOGned Ceram =e Bs cS 13 
4 —Blepharitis ~ ... es y. ba 1] 
Diglarsalecystas a. 2 be 6 
6 Subconjunctival hemorrhage 
7 Adherent leucoma 1 
8 Episcleritis 7 oe = 1 
9 Dermoid cyst of hmbus ie ~ 1 
10 Stye oe a . 8 


(d) Diseases of deeper ocular structures. 


Tubercle of choriod 
Macular retinitis 
Vitreous opacities 
Congenital cataract 


H Go De 
Ne — 


In eighty-seven cases it was found on refraction, that glasses 
were not needed, 


As in previous years, a number of more severe inflammations 
were transferred to the Out-patient or In-patient departments 
of the Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital. Here also, I 
operated upon a number of children for squint and other con- 
ditions. 


17 


During the year, I recommended the admission of one child 
tc the Blind Institution at Edgbaston, and two children I ordered 
to be sent to the Schools for defective sight at Birmingham. 


If a class could be formed at Smethwick it would do an 
incalculable amount of good for the vision of the Smethwick chil- 
dren, who have progressive short sight, and who are unfitted to 
make the big daily journey to the Birmingham Schools. 


(g) Ear Disease and Defective Hearing. 


Two hundred and forty-seven cases of ear disease, including 
20. cases continued from the previous year, were dealt with at 
_ the Clinics. 


Cases treated ee oe tes moe n243 
Discharged—Cured ia abe eee LO 
Left school or district ... me ve 2 
Referred to Hospital ae re scr 25 
Referred to own Doctor... ae ay 2 
Refused treatment ez me eae 6 
Continuing treatment... ae ste Nr 


Details of new cases: 


Chronic Suppuration (one ear) ... of 88 
a £ (both ears) Tr 21 
Ceruminous Collection (one ear) BS ¥7 
A ye (both ears) AAS 53 
Eczema of Canal esa vis fr 2 
Foreign body ou ie. ies te ] 
Furunculus... es Ae me Pe 23 
Pain-in éar... ey a a ‘fe 18 
223 


In.134 cases only was a reasonable etiological factor ascertained 
as follows :— 


Deafness or Suppuration due to— 


—_— 


Scarlet Fever 
Measles oe 
Tonsils and Adenoids 
Cold ae J 
Collection of Cerumen 
Eczema 

Polypi 

Since Dentition 
Furunculus... 
Pneumonia... 

Not known 


=I 


bo 
Cm 09 00 WD DAT OVbo 


io 0) 


Pe | 
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At the Special Ionisation Clinic 74 cases were treated during 
the year out of 110 cases of discharging ears, with 77% cured. 


(h) Dental Defects. 


The good work which was started by Miss Hylda M. Sherry, 
L.D.S. last year is developing rapidly, and the services of an 
additional dentist will shortly be necessary. In 1925 chiidren of 
five to seven years were treated, and in 1926 children 
of from five to eight years. As explained in last year’s Annual 
Report, each year the upper age limit is advanced one year, so 
that in a few year’s time every child will be under dental super- 
vision. All entrants are dealt with each year. The work is thus 
accumulative, and Miss Sherry’s time is now fully occupied, so 
that to carry out the Council’s scheme, additional help is obviously 
required. JI am glad to note that this point is receiving the 
consideration of the Education Committee. There is no doubt 
that the Dental Services of the School Medical Service will 
have an enormous influence for good on the health of the school 
child. 


Miss Sherry reports as below on the work done in the year 
1926 :— 


“It is satisfactory to compare this year’s report with last year’s, 
both in the attendance at the Dental Clinic and the work done there. 
The children now know me and no time is spent in coaxing the little 
patients, the children themselves take an interest in their teeth and use 
their tooth brushes in the correct manner. The parents are now educated 
to understand the value of fillings especially in the permanent teeth. 


Up to December, 1926, children up to the age of eight years 
were inspected at school and received dental treatment at the Clinic. 
This year, 1927, all children up to the age of nine years will be inspected 
and receive treatment, thus, each year the same children will receive 
treatment as well as all the new ‘‘ entrants ’’ whose treatment will be like- 
wise followed up. Hence the purpose of the school dental scheme—to 
ensure as far as possible that each child shall have a sound set of teeth 
on leaving school at the age of fourteen. 


As Oldbury Road School is situated at some distance from the Dental! 
Clinic, I have been treating the infants at school. Miss Britain, the 
Head Mistress, kindly put her room at my disposal and between twenty- 
three and thirty little patients are treated on Monday afternoons. The 
children return to class after their treatment, and it is quite an exception 
for anyone to shed tears—thus at Oldbury Road School we have 
‘Dentistry without tears ’.” 


(i) Crippling Defects. 


Cases of surgical tuberculosis are sent through the Council’s 
Anti-Tuberculosis Scheme to the Lord Mayor Treloar Cripples’ 
Hospital, Alton, to the ‘“‘ Woodlands,’ Northfield, or to the 
“ Forelands,’”’? Bromsgrove, where the most modern treatment is 
available. Three patients of school age received treatment at 
these institutions during the year. 
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A number of children of school age are included in those 
attending the clinic of the Smethwick Cripples’ Union each 
morning for massage. 


9. OPEN-AIR EDUCATION. 


The provision of an Open-Air School has been a real necessity 
for some time, and I am pleased to say that active steps have 
been taken to hasten the building of such a school. The question 
has been under consideration for some time, and it is to be hoped 
that actual building will commence in the very near future. 


Speech Defects 


Tre special class for Speech Defects has continued to provide 
satisfactory results under the efficient charge of Miss A. J. Roberts. 
The number of boys and girls attending the cl2ss is as follows :— 


Boys. _ Girls. 
Number on Register, December 
31st, 1925 ; 13 7 
Number admitted during the 
year 4 4 
Number discharged during the 
year 7 + 
Number on register, December 
31st, 1926 . we oa 9 8 


10. PHYSICAL TRAINING. 


This is included in school curriculum and conducted in 
accordance with instructions, etc., contained in Board of Education 
official publications ve Physical Exercises, copies of which are 
in possession of each member of the teaching staff. 


11. PROVISION OF MEALS. 


Meals have been provided throughout the year at the 
five centres, situated as follows :— 


Brasshouse Lane School iz Epon Gints: 
Crockett’s Lane School bo ... 36,889 
Cape School-... ae ae) Bee, Dot 
Victoria Special School. wat ae 1,626 
Sloe Lane , abe i 3,149 
Smethwick Hall. aK a ae 1,192 


—_———__—_— 


102,925 Dinners 
4,823 Teas 


107,748 Total 
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12. SCHOOL BATHS. 


During the year 16,311 boys and 9,888 girls attended the 
Public Swimming Baths, Rolfe Street, on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings and Tuesday after- 
noon. In addition, 613 boys and 356 girls attended from the 
Secondary Schools on Tuesday afternoon, Thursday morning and 
Friday afternoon. 


13. GO-OPERATION OF PARENTS. 


One or other parent or relative was present at 3,705 examina- 
tions. 


14. GO-OPERATION OF TEACHERS. 


The co-operation of the teachers in the work of school medical 
inspection and treatment during the year has been most helpful. 
They have always been ready to give assistance and they have 
continued to confer with the Medical Officers and nurses in con- 
nection with the health of individual children, and have taken a 
great deal of interest in the physical welfare of their scholars. 


15. CO-OPERATION OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
OFFICERS. 


There is mutual co-operation between the nurses and ‘the 
school attendance officers. Absentees from school who are found 
to be having no treatment are referred to the clinics by the 
attendance officers, and in turn are notified of the names and 
addresses of those children whose treatment have been completed. 
Absentees from the clinics are visited by the school nurses. 


16. GO-OPERATION OF VOLUNTARY BODIES. 


The Smethwick Cripples’ Union and the National Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children have given help in a number 
of cases during the year. 


17. BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC 
CHILDREN. 


(a) All blind and deaf children are sent to institutions on a 
report being sent by the School Medical Officer to the Education 
Office that such action is desirable. At the present time the 
Education Authority have children at the following institu- 
tions :— 


Institution. Boys. Girls. Total. 
Royal Institution for Blind 
Gmilevseueyp Soe : 2 5 7 


Institution for (nerieion i 
Deaf and Dumb ie, 8 2 10 
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(5) The Victoria Special School, in Suffrage Street, for 
mentally defective children has accommodation for 55 children. 
In addition to basket making, rug making, and leather work, the 
boys receive instruction in simple manual work, and the girls in 
sewing and cookery. All the scholars engage in gardening as 
weather permits. 


The school is visited periodically by the School Medical 
Officer for special and routine inspection, and every child is 
examined frequently. 


Victoria Special School. 


Boys. Girls. Total. 
Number on Register, December 


31st, 1925 ee ba 35 26 61 
Admitted during the year 1926 6 a 10 
*Discharged during the year 1926 6 2 8 
Number on Register, December 
31st, 1926 “= ie 35 28 63 
Number examined (new ry 13 8 21 
Number certified v 4 6 10 
Number not M.D. (dull or back- 
ward) 5 1 6 
Number under observation... 4. 1 5 
Re-examinations os se 1 - 1 
*Of those who left :— 
Reached the age limit (16 ye! 2 1 3 
Found employment... 4 ] D 


The names of all children who become eligible to ieave the 
Special School are reported to the Education Office at the end of 
each term and details of such cases are referred to the Statutory 
Committee under the Mental Deficiency Act, 1913. The cases are 
visited periodically by the nurses in the Health Department, 
who supervise their after-care. 


18. NURSERY SCHOOLS. 


There are none in the area. 


19. SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


A School for Boys, known as the Junior Day Technical 
School is situated in Crockett’s Lane, and has accommodation for 
300. The old building at Holly Lodge will be opened for Boys in 
September, 1927. The new Secondary School for Girls, known as 
“Holly Lodge,” was opened in September, 1926, and_ will 
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accommodate 329 Girls, At present there are 160 Girls on the 
books. 


20. GCONTINUATION SCHOOLS. 


There are none in the area. 


21. EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PERSONS. 


The Bye-Laws made under Sec. 1 of the Employment of Children 
Act, 1908, and Sec. 13 of the Education Act, 1918, are in force in 
the Borough. Applicants are examined by the School Medical 
Officers. The number of examinations was 129 and certificates 
were granted in all cases except that of one boy. 


Nature of proposed employment: Boys. Girls. Total 


Delivering Newspapers ... COU 2 52 
via wNlke oe a 5 2 — 2 
wow Meat’ ie. 1 — ] 
,», Firewood gis 4 1 5 
LD readuer: an See 1 — 1 
» Grocery ae 1 = i 

Hrrandsam.:. ae yy re ee 1 66 

Dressmaker’s Assistant ... — 1 1 

124 5 129 
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County Borough of Smethwick. 


Appendix ‘‘A.”’ 


Statistical Tables 


for 


Elementary Schools. 


Prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Education. 
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Wyse. A 


RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Code Group Inspections— 


Entrants. . ae te ae ae = .» A613 
Intermediates .. as a ye ae Aye Shas 
Leavers .. are Ne pan ois oe so las 

4,410 
Number of other Routine Inspections ? An 61 


B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Special Inspections ‘és ae eet hs te 


Number of Re-Inspections.. < v «+ 9,197 
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A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL 
INSPECTION IN 1926. 


Routine Special 
Inspections. Inspections. 
As) bo 1 8 8 0, 2 § 
DEFECT OR DISEASE. b . | Sesh | 2. eeee 
os 8 | eee) Ee ee 
Sean ao lke mug eae 
Bre | p238 | "3 | gfe 
B= | g2eg) e+ | e8ce 
A Z228 | z Z2Z3 
° © ° © 
Malnutrition .: Soe 6 
cence Head (including Nits) 263 : 116 
=. | bodys. 224 : 2 
( Ringworm :— 
| Scalp 20 
ely Ae oe OC 20 
Skin: + Scabies 26 
| Impetigo 15 263 
| Other Diseases (non- -tubere’ s) 1] 175 
( Blepharitis 8 52 
| Conjunctivitis 6 45 
Keratitis “is 
Rye > = Corneal Opacities = 3 
Defective Vision 230 40) 
Squint 17 9 
Other Conditions 1 17 ; 
Defective Hearing 23 69 
Ear Otitis Media 20 110 
Other Ear Diseases 7 a. 44 
Enlarged Tonsils only 4 . 1 17 
Adenoids onl : 15 6 
Nose & Throat) pai Ton, & Adenoids! 85 10 
Other Conditions 1] 19 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-tuber- 
culous). . on ; l 13 
Defective Speech | ae 5 . 
Teeth : Dental Disease 2455 4 
Heart & Circulation : 
Organic if ] 
Heart Disease :- oe 3 2 
Anaemia 6 3 
Raw Bronchitis .. 6 ee 3 
‘  \ Other Non-Tub. Diseases. 4 1 age 
Tuberculosis : , Definite .. Ae ane 
( ALi { Suspected Z 2 
Glands 6 
| Spine 
Hip : 
Non-Pulmon.: + Other ‘Bones 
| & Joints : 
Skin BS : : 
\ Other Forms Y cat sie 
Epilepsy .. Na ] 
Nervous System : Chorea : 1 3 
Other Conditions 1 2 
Rickets 2 oe : 
Deformities : | Spinal Curvature e i “a 
Other Forms : 2 ; 4 ‘ 
Other Defects and Diseases .. Sk 58 a 572 ae 
a mr RSA LA SN SP RCT RCS A A I A Se ES SI, 


* Of these 54 were marked cases. 
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B.—NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN 


MEDICAL INSPECTION TO REQUIRE TREATMENT 


a 


FOUND AT ROUTINE 
(EXCLUDING 


UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES). 


Group. 


Code Groups :— 
Entrants 


Intermediates 
Leavers 


Total 


Other Routine 
Inspections 


Grand Total 


Number of Children Percentage of Children 
found to require 
Found to require treatment. 
Inspected. treatment. 
1,613 18i) 11.08 
1,092 142 13.0 
1,705 262 15.3 
4,410 584 13.2 
51 22 36.0 
4,471 606 13.5 
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IVeesIbIS sbUl, 


RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN 


AREA IN 1926. 


Boys. | GirRLss store 
Attending Certified 
Suitablefortrain] forthe Blind. | 2 3 5 
ing in @ School | attending Public 
ie ly Blind ° Element’y Schools , 
BLIND os ae At other Institutions eae te 
hance Atno School or Inst. 2 2 
(AVG) Gin C| See ae 4 saat 12) eee 
deta Attending Certified 
pend). : : Schools or Classes 
Suitable for train- Rea eerste 5 9 
Be pra Attending Public 
ee Pests Blind Element’y Schools 1 1 
pe y ‘| At other Institutions ss a 
At no School or Inst. 1 u 
Attending Certified 
Suitable for train- Schools or Classes 
ing in a School for the Deaf 8 2 10 
or Class for the | Attending Public 
DEAF totally Deaf or Element’y Schools 
(incl’'ding} Deafand Dumb. | Atother Institutions |... Ar 
Deaf and Atno School or Inst. | 1 1 
Dumb) i | 
partially Attending Certified 
Deaf). Suriebletortrain Schools or Classes 
ing in a School tore thes Deas 
2 Attending Public 
or Class for the El 1 Goh nat 
artially Deaf. ement y Schools 
P At other Institutions 
At no School or Inst. | 
Attending Certified 
Feeble Minded Sch’ls for Mentally 
(cases not notifi- Defective Children 35 28 63 
able to the Local} Attending Public 
MENT- Control Author- Element’y Schools 3 4 i 
ALLY ity). At other Institutions | 2 3 5 
DEFECT- At no School or Inst. 1 2 3 
Ly eg -——_|— | <— 
Notified to the : ir: e 9 
Local Control Be 1 a ‘ 
Authority dur- ree 
ing the year 
Attending Certified 
Special Schools for 
Epileptics : oe 
: In Institutions othe 
nae from (“than Certified Sp’| 
A EN RS) Schools .. a 
Attending Public 
Element’y Schools Sn irs aig 
EPIL- , At Ota or Inet: nave 1 a aS 
Sc: Suffering from | Attending Public 
Epilepsy which Element’y Schools 2 fs o 
is not severe. | At no Schoolor Inst. 


PHyYSICc- 
ALLY 

DEFECT- 
IVE. 
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TABLE III. (continued). 


RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN .IN 


AREA IN 1926. 


Infectious Pul- 
mon. & Glandu- 
lar Tuberculosis 


At Sanatoria or Sana- 
torium Sch’ls app- 
roved by Ministry 
of Health or the 
Board 2 

At other Tnstieitons 

At no School or Inst. 


Non - Infectious 
but active Pul- 
mon. & Glandu- 
lar Tuberculosis 


Delicate Children 
(e.g. pre or latent 
Tuberculosis, 
Malnutrition, 
Debility, Anae- 
mia, etc.) : 


— 


Active Non-Pul- 
monary Tuber- 
culosis. 


Crippled Chil- 
dren (other than 
those with Ac- 
tive Tub’culous 
disease), e.g.— 
Children suffer- 
ing from paraly- 
sis, etc. and in- 
cluding those 
with severe 

Heart Disease 


At Sanatoria, OF 
Sanatorium Scu’ls 
approved by Min- 


istry of Health or 
the Board 
At Certified ipesidene 
tial Open- Air Sch’ls 
At Certified Day 
Open-Air Schools 
At Public Element’y 
Schools 
At other Insti paced 
At no School or Inst. 


At Certified Residen- 
tial Open-Air Scl. 

At Certified Day 
Open-Air Schools 

At Public Element’y 
Schools 

At other Institutions 

At no School or Inst. 

At Sanatoria or Hos- 
pital Schools app- 
roved by Ministry 
of Health or the 


Board Ay 
At Public Element’ y 
Schools 
At otber Tmetitutions 
At no School or Inst. 


At Certified Hospital 
Schools .. 

At Certitied Residen- 
tial Cripple Sch’ls 

At Certified Day 
Cripple Schools .. 

At Public Element’y 
Schools 

At other Institutions 


At no School or Inst. 


Boys. 


—_— 


64 


11 


43 
3 


GIRES> | LOTAL: 

Seas alte 

7 16 
S4 148 

2 3 
II 22 
aa 80 
10 13 
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TABLE MILV: 


RETURN OF DeEFEcTS TREATED DURING THE 


YEAR Enpinc 3lst DECEMBER, 
TREATMENT TABLE. 


1926. 


Group I.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Group V.) 


DISEASE OR DEFECT. 


Ringworm—Scalp 
Ringworm—Body 
Scabies ; 
Impetigo 


Other GhinaDiccaceeny 


Minor Eye Defects : 
(External 
but excluding 
falling in Group 2) 


Minor Ear Defects.. 


Miscellaneous 


and other, 
cases 


Total 


1,398 | 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS 


TREATED, 


OR UNDER TREATMENT DURING 


THE YEAR. 
Under the 
Authority’s Otherwise Total. 
Scheme. 
20 6 20 
20 20 
35 35 
236 ‘ 263 
175 175 
117 Nh ey 
PA ey 6 223 
551 21 572 


27 | 1,425 


Group II.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects treated 
as Minor Ailments—Group I.) 


DEFECT OR DISEASE. 


a 


Errors of Refraction (includ- 


ing Squint) 


Other Defect or Disease of the 


corded in Group 1) 


NUMBER OF DEFECTS DEALT WITH. 


Submitted to 
Refraction by 
Private Prac- 
Under the | titioner or at ; 
Authority’s Hospital, Otherwise. Total. 
Scheme. apart from the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
500 500 
Eyes (excluding those re- 
33 33 
Total 533 | 533 


Total Number of Children for whom Spectacles were prescribed :— 


(a) Under the Authority’s Scheme 


(b) Otherwise : 
Total Number of Children who obtained or “received Spectacles :— 
(a) Under the Sie s Scheme 279 


(b) Otherwise 


376 
Nil. 


os Nal. 
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Group II]—TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE AND THROAT, 
NUMBER OF DEFECTS. 


Received Operative Treatment. 
Under the epee ae Received Total Number 
Authority’s eee ate te cen other Forms Treated. 
Scheme in ee : earns i Total of 
Clinic or Hospital y Treatment. 
Scheme. 
25 58 83 3 86 
eA bye 
Group IV.—DENTAL DEFECTS. 
(1) Number of Children who were :— 
(a) Inspected by the Dentist : 
Aged: 
5 928 
6 1,399 
7 1,311 
8 1,406 | 
Routine Age Groups— { 3 Be Total 5,194 
8 P : 10 Nil | 
Li Nil 
12 Nil 
13 Nil 
14 Nil 
Specials 43 
Grand Total 5,237 
(6) Found to require treatment 4,981 
(c) Actually treated 3,091 
(@) Re-treated during the year as the result of 
periodical examination : : eee ANY, 
(2) Half-days devoted to Inspection, 41; Treatment, 320; Total, 361, 
(3) Attendances made by children for treatment, 4,918. 
(4) Fillings, Permanent teeth, 319; Temporary teeth, 1,013 ; Total, 1,332° 
(5) Extractions, Permanent teeth 104 ; Temporary teeth 5,273 ; Total, Sa bbe 
(6) Administrations of general anaesthetics for extractions, Nil. 
(7) Other operations, Permanent teeth, 1,042; Temporary teeth, 2,274. 


Total,.3,o16, 
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Ss sss sss sees assess 


Group V.—UNCLEANLINESS AND VERMINOUS CoNDITIONS. 


Average number of Visits per School made during the year by the School 
Nurses, 13. 


Total number of Examinations of Children in the Schools by the School 
Nurses, 35,861. 


Number of individual Children found unclean, 4,057. 


Number of Children cleansed under the arrangements made by the Local 
Education Authority, 163. 
Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :— 

(a) Under the Education Act, 1921 .. Nil. 

(6) Under School Attendance Byelaws Nil. 


SSS 


aYoyarsalaib.c yy ahi 


Statistical Tables 


for 


Secondary Schools. 


Prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Education. 
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SECONDARY =oCHOOLS. 
PAB EL a 


RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS. 


Entrants... ae - Ae ke at ree PRE 


B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS. 


Number of Special Inspections 
Number of Re-Inspections 


Or 


or 


a LT 
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TABLE IL—SECONDARY SCHOOLS: 
A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL 


INSPECTION 


DEFECTS OR DISEASE. 


— 


Malnutrition 
Head, ‘including Nits 
Body 
Ringworm 
Scalp 
Body 
Scabies 
Impetigo oF ap 
Other Diseases (Non-tuberc’r) 
( Blepharitis 
Conjunctivitis 
Keratitis 
| Defective Vision 


Uncleanliness : 


Skins 


Fye; 


Squint 
Other Gontiac ons 


Defective Hearing 
Har Otitis Media 
Other Ear Diseases 
Enlarged Tonsils only 
Adenoids only : 
Enl: Ton. & Adenoids 
Other Conditions 
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non-tuber- 
culous) i . 
Defective Speech 
Teeth : Dental Inceeees 
Heart and Circulation : 


Nose & Throat: 


Organic 
Heart Disease: | Functional 
Anaemia 
Bronchitis” .. 
Other Non-Tub Dies 
Tuberculosis : Pulmon.: f Definite 
i Suspected 
| | Glands 


Lungs : 


Spine 
Hip an 
Other Bones 
and Joints 
Skin 
\ Other F orms 
Epilepsy . 
Nervous System : { Chorea 
Other Conditions. 


| 
| Non-Pulmon.: 
{ 


Rickets 
Deformities : Spinal Curvature 

Other Forms 
Other Defects and Diseases 


IN 1926. 
Routine Special 
Inspections. Inspections. 
mee ae 
a og 
se fgae | ¥ aga 
H A ‘Boy & H ? ‘Und 
Boos 5Ba2R ne 65 ‘She aie 
= q meee a [=| oP eo 
o oO Medes oo ey. 5} 
aes Eanes HEA haa 
Ho yoOW Hoa woern 
4 § OM DY oe” @ 5.42 
a fg 2 9 Dg 8 
G8 qaey g gary 
5, So 3k = So 9k 
a ABs | 4 Z2Zs 
ows 08 
wW Ww 
ne *4(0) 
2 
2 
] 
28 AG 
2 1 
3 3 
: - 
d ° 
1 
1 
TS 
1 
5 + 


* Of these, 7; were 


marked cases. 
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B.—NuMmBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN FouNnpD aT RouTINE 
MepicaL INSPECTION To REQUIRE TREATMENT (EXCLUDING 
UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES.) 


Number of Children. 
Percentage of 
; Children 
Found to| found to require 
Group Inspected | require Treatment. 
Treatment A 
Entrants 330 43 13.0 


ee i ll a 


TABLE IV.—ReEtTurRN oF DEFECTS TREATED DURING THE YEAR 
EnpEp 3lst DrEcEMBER, 1926. 
TREATMENT TABLE. 


Group 1.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness). 


Number of Defects Treated, or 
under Treatment during the year 


DISEASE OR DEFECT. 


Under the 
Authority’s Otherwise Total. 
Scheme. 
Skin : Ringworm—Scalp.. 
hh 
Scabies , ay ate ae a ae 
Impetigo .. th se 1 ie 1 
Other Skin Disease 
Minor Eye Defects (External and other, 
but excluding cases falling in Group 2) a fs os 
Minor Ear Defects ae, oe as 4 na 4 
Miscellaneous Se Se a ric 4 ire 4 
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Group IIl.—DEFEcTIVE VISION AND SQUINT. 
(Excluding Minor Eye Defects treate1 as Minor Ailments—Group 1). 


| Number of Defects dealt with. 


Submitted to 

Refraction by 

Defect or Disease. | Under the |Private Practit’ner Otherwise Maen 

Authority's | or at Hospital, erwise. otal, 
Scheme. apart from the 

pO s Schm. 


Errors of Refraction 


(including Squint) 20 Nil. Nil. 27 
Other Defects or Dis- 
ease of the Eyes 
(excluding those re- 
corded in Group 1) Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. 
Total by oF, Nil. Nil. 27 


Total number of Children for whom Spectacles were prescribed :— 


(a) Under the uae s Scheme 22 
(6) Otherwise Abe Sy 


Total number of Children who obtained or received Spectacles :— 


(a) Under the ae sScheme 22 
(b) Otherwise ii — 
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Group III.—TREATMENT OF NOSE AND THROAT. 
NUMBER OF DEFECTS. 


Received Operative Treatment. 
Received 
By Private other Forms Total 
Under the Practitioner of Number 
Authority’s or Hospital, Treatment. Treated. 
Scheme in apart from the | Total 
Clinic or Hospital. |Authority’s Sch. 
— 2 2 — 2 
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